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06-10-2021 

REPORT 

Faculty Development Program (FDP) & Student Training Program (STP)  

on  

NEW AVENUES AND CHALLENGES IN ACTINOBACTERIAL RESEARCH 

Online Faculty Development Program (FDP) & Student Training Program (STP) on ‘New 

Avenues and Challenges in Actinobacterial Research’ was conducted by the Centre for Drug 

Discovery and Development, Sathyabama Institute of Science and Technology from 29th 

September, 2021 to 6th October, 2021 between 06:00 PM and 7:30 PM. The program was 

inaugurated by Dr. Wilson Aruni, Pro Vice Chancellor, SIST. 

The first speaker, Dr. M. Radhakrishnan, Scientist-E, CDDD, SIST, delivered his lecture on 

‘Actinobacteria – An overview’, discussing his years of experience and the contributions of 

Actinobacteria towards the environment over the years. On the second day, 30.09.2021, Prof. 

Marcel Jaspers from Marine Biodiscovery Centre, University of Aberdeen, UK, presented his 

lecture on ‘Finding new medicines from deep, dry and cold environments’, where he elaborated 

on the length it takes for a novel drug to be discovered. Dr. P. R. Meganathan, Scientist, CSIR- 

National Environmental Engineering research Institute (NEERI), Hyderabad was the speaker for 

the third day (01.10.2021). He presented his talk ‘Metagenomics: Guide for actinobacterial 

bioprospecting’ and gave a detailed report on the pros and cons of applying different metagenomic 

tools.  



The fourth lecture on 04.10.2021 was presented by Dr. V. Gopikrishann, Scientist-C, CDDD, SIST 

on ‘Non-medical applications of Actinobacteria’ discussing the various environmental and 

industrial applications of Actinobacteria and its byproducts. Dr. Pramod Shinde, Senior Scientist, 

CSIR-Central Salt and Marine Chemicals Research Institute (CSMCRI), Gujarat was the fifth 

speaker (05.10.2021). He delivered his lecture on ‘Bioactive natural products from Actinomycetes: 

Prioritization, isolation, characterization, bioactivity and biosynthesis’, where he iterated the 

importance of every phases of drug discovery. Dr. S. Gopalakrishnan, Principal Scientist, 

International Crop Research Institute for Semi Arid Tropics (CRISAT), Hyderabad, was the sixth 

speaker (06.10.2021), presenting his lecture on ‘Agricultural applications of Actinobacteria’ 

briefing on his work and elucidating the importance of employing Actinobacteria and its products 

as agricultural supplements. 

All the sessions concluded with question and answers with noteworthy interactions between the 

speakers and participants. After the final lecture by Dr. S. Gopalakrishnan, Dr. Wilson Aruni 

delivered the closing remarks with Valedictory. The program was concluded with a Vote of Thanks 

by Dr. M. Radhakrishnan, Scientist-E, CDDD, SIST. All 35 participants were interactive 

throughout the program. The program received excellent feedback. 
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28-9-2021 

REPORT 

Student Development Programme (SDP) on ‘Career and Opportunities for Life Science 

Students and Research Scholars 

  Student Development Programme (SDP) on ‘Career and Opportunities for Life Science 

Students and Research Scholars’ was conducted by the Centre for Drug Discovery and 

Development, Sathyabama Institute of Science and Technology on 27-28th September, 2021 

between 10:00 AM and 12:30 PM. The seminar was initiated with a welcome address by Dr. 

V.Gopikrishnan, Scientist-C, CDDD, SIST, followed by Inaugural address presented by 

Dr.Wilson Aruni, Pro -Vice Chancellor of SIST. He highlighted and appreciated the Scientists 

working on various research activities at the Centre for Drug Discovery and Development. 

Dr. Sadhana Ravishankar, Professor, School of Animal and Comparative Biomedical Sciences, 

University of Arizona, Tucson speaker of the day. Her presentation on ‘Current trends in food 

microbiology research’ was elaborate and informative. She briefed on the importance of food 

microbiology research. She also explained the how to write the grants and opportunities in food 

microbiology.  

After the first question and answer session, the second speaker Dr. Ravishankar Palanivelu, 

Associate Professor, School of Plant Sciences, University of Arizona, Tucsan, USA presented on 

the topic ‘Research methodology and manuscript writing’. His presentation mainly focused on 

manuscript and thesis writing.  

Following the second question and answer session, the seminar was concluded with a Vote of 

Thanks by Dr. Jerrine Joseph, Scientist-D, CDDD, SIST. The interactive seminar was successfully 

conducted with ~90 participants. 



REPORT 

Name of the program: National e-Conference on Bioprospecting of Marine Derived  

        Metabolites for promising biotechnology applications: Current and 

        future prospects (BMDM-2021) 

Date: 29th-31st December 2021  

Time: 10.00am to 1.00pm 

List of Guest speaker of the conference  

Dr. Asha K.K.  

Principal Scientist  

ICAR-Central Institute of Fisheries 

Technology, Cochin 

 

Dr. T. Citarasu 

Associate Professor 

Manonmaniam Sundaranar University  

Tamilnadu 

 

Dr. Ramachandran Rajan 

Postdoctoral Fellow 

Laboratory of Functional Molecules and 

Materials 

Shandong University of Technology  

Shandong, China. 

Dr. S. Rajeshkumar Ph.D 

Associate Professor 

Department of Pharmacology 

Saveetha Institute of Medical 

andTechnical Sciences (SIMATS), 

Chennai  

More than 150 students participated in the online conference. Participant from various 

University like Pondicherry University- Pondicherry, Karunya Institute of Technology and 

Sciences-Coimbatore, Vels Institute of Science, Technology and Advanced Studies-

Chennai, AMET University-Chennai, , Chettinad Hospital and Research Institute-Chennai, 

SRM Institute of Science and Technology-Kattankulathur, Presidency College-Chennai, Sri 

Ramachandra Institute of Higher Education and Research-Chennai, SRM Arts and Science 

college-Kattankulathur, Sri Sankara Arts and Science College -Kanchipuram, Professor 

Dhanapalan College of Arts and Science-Chennai and our own students of Sathyabama 

Institute of Science and Technology–Chennai. 



 

 



Webinar on World Cancer Day  
9th February 2022 

Report: 

 

Centre for Drug Discovery and development had organized a one-day webinar in 

commemoration of world cancer day on 9th February 2022. 131 participants had registered 

for the webinar. Students, Staff, teachers, and research scholars had registered for the event. 

We had two scientific experts delivering their talks on Cancer diagnostics and therapeutics. 

Dr. Haribalaji shared his views on the Role of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in Cancer 

diagnostics. He also gave an introduction to machine learning and data generation. Mr. 

Ganesh Kumar shared his experience on Human Papilloma Virus (HPV) and its association 

with Cervical Cancer. The program started at 11 am with a brief introduction about the 

theme-cancer. An introductory note was delivered about the Centre for drug discovery by 

Dr. M Radhakrishnan, Scientist In charge of CDDD. The participants were enthusiastic 

and asked questions, which were answered very gracefully by our chief speakers. The 

program concluded with a vote of thanks at 1 pm. 

The photographs taken during the online webinar are enclosed. Feedback was 

collected from the participants. The E certificates will be sent to the registered participants. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Haribalaji (CEO, VivagenDx Labs) presenting on AI based Cancer Diagnostic 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Ganesh Kumar presenting on HPV and its 
association with Cervical Cancer Diagnostic 
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25-3-2022 

World TB Day 2022 - Report 

National webinar on ‘Avenues & Challenges in Tuberculosis Research’ was conducted by the 

Centre for Drug Discovery and Development, Sathyabama Institute of Science and Technology 

on 25th March, 2022 between 10:00 AM and 12:30 PM. The webinar was initiated with a 

welcome address by Dr. M. Radhakrishnan, Scientist-E, CDDD, SIST, followed by Inaugural 

address presented by Dr.T. Sasipraba, Vice Chancellor of SIST. She highlighted and appreciated 

the Scientists working Anti TB drug discovery at the Centre for Drug Discovery and 

Development. 

Dr. RKShandil, Founder Director & Vice President of Foundation of Neglected Disease 

Research (FNDR) was the first speaker of the day. His presentation on ‘Avenues & Challenges 

in anti-TB drug discovery’ was elaborate and informative. He briefed on the commemoration of 

World TB day and the history of TB research. He also explained the strategies carried out by 

WHO on eradicating TB, in addition to comments on existing TB drugs and expected TB drugs. 

He detailed on target based opportunities, importance of animal models and repurposing in TB 

drug discovery. He concluded his talk with the relevance of lessons learned from COVID19 

pandemic applicable to TB. 

After the first question and answer session, the second speaker Dr. Anil Jacob Purty, Professor & 

HOD, Community Medicine of Pondicherry Institute of Medical Sciences, presented on the topic 

‘Tuberculosis and Drug Resistance’. His presentation mainly focused on government policies 

and strategies in TB research. He clearly explained the involvement of medical institutes and 

other government bodies in tackling TB infections. He also gave insight on TB drug resistance 

and the current scenario in Indian TB research. 



Following the second question and answer session, the webinar was concluded with a Vote of 

Thanks by Dr. P. Krupakar, Scientist-D, CDDD, SIST. The interactive webinar was successfully 

conducted with 120 participants. The general feedback was that the webinar was informative. 

Many comments wished for such webinars in the future.  
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International Conference on Pharmaceutics & Novel Drug Discovery 
 [Virtual]   

(21.04.2022 to 23.04.2022) 
A conference is a multidisciplinary event that brings individuals from all over the world together 

to hear about pharmaceutical research and achievements. It provides an opportunity to interact 

with scientists and, as a result, delights in providing an anteroom to meet the cutting-edge of 

drug development, delivery, and manufacturing. The three-day global summit will draw 

attendees from all around the world and feature world- renowned speakers debating and 

distributing their pharmaceutics knowledge. 

Pharmaceutical Sciences focus on the basic sciences that underpin drugs and drug therapy, and it 

encompasses a wide range of scientific disciplines concerned with Clinical Research, Drug 

Discovery, Drug Design, Drug Delivery, Drug Action, Drug Analysis, Pharmacoeconomics, and 

Pharmaceutical Sciences, which are further divided into several specialties including 

Pharmacology, Natural Products, The conference speakers from various countries United States, 

South Africa, China, Turkey and Poland to share their research experience in the 

pharmaceuticals. 

No. of Participants: 40 
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30-4-2022 

REPORT 

Summer Internship Program on  

SUSTAINABLE UTILIZATION OF MICROBIAL RESOURCES WITH SPECIAL 

REFERENCE TO ACTINOBACTERIA  

A Summer Internship Program on ‘Sustainable utilization of microbial resources with special 

reference to Actinobacteria’ was conducted by the Centre for Drug Discovery and Development, 

Sathyabama Institute of Science and Technology from 25th April, 2022 to 30th April, 2022 between 

09:00 AM and 03:00 PM for 29 participants from Dr. MGR-Janaki College of Arts and Science 

for Women. The program was initiated with opening remarks by Dr. M. Radhakrishnan, Scientist-

E, CDDD, SIST.  

The first lecture on 25.04.2022 was presented by Dr. M. Radhakrishnan on ‘Actinobacteria: 

Overview’ followed by the lab session on Actinobacterial isolation, morphology, metabolite 

production and preservation, tutored by Mr. Kishore Kumar. The two lectures planned for the 

second day (26.04.2022) was delivered by Dr. V. Gopikrishnan and Dr. S. Kumaran on 

‘Associated Actinobacteria’ and ‘Nanotechnology in aquaculture’ respectively. The lab session 

was supervised by Miss. Abirami Baskaran and Mr. Kishore Kumar on the extraction methods and 

different antimicrobial testing methods. Lecture on the third day, 27.04.2022 was ‘Biofilm biology 

and antibiofilm discovery’, which was given by both Dr. V. Gopikrishnan and Miss. GS. 

Thenmozhli. Miss. Thenmozhli also guided the participants on the lab session on antibiofilm 

assays. Miss. Abirami Baskaran delivered her lecture on ‘Non-medical applications of 

Actinobacteria’ and also headed the lab session on nanoparticle synthesis and dye degradation 

using Actinobacteria on the fourth day of the internship program (28.04.2022). On the fifth day 

(29.04.2022), two lectures were delivered, one by Mrs. S. Ranjani on ‘Anti-TB drug discovery 



from Actinobacteria: challenges and opportunities’ and the other by Dr. T. Rajasekar on ‘Seaweed 

research’. The lab session on anti-TB assay – MABA was handled by Mrs. S. Ranjani. Two 

lectures were presented on the sixth and final day (30.04.2022) by Dr. P. Krupakar on ‘Antiviral 

Drug Discovery’ and Mr. K. Manigundan on ‘Methods in Natural Product Isoaltion’. The lab 

demonstration of TLC, Flash Chromatography and Thermal Cycler was overlooked by Mr. K. 

Manigundan. 

After the final lab session, the program was concluded with closing remarks and certificate 

distribution. All the 29 participants were keen on learning and were interactive with the resource 

persons throughout the program. The Summer Internship Program was successfully concluded 

with praiseworthy feedbacks from the participants. 



REPORT 

Name of the Programme: National webinar on "Immunotherapy: The Next Revolution in 

Disease Treatment" for celebrating "International Day of Immunology-2022" 

Date: 13 May 2022 

Organized by: Centre for Drug Discovery and Development 

First Lecturer was delivered by Dr. R. P. Parameswari, Assistant Professor. 

Department of Pharmacology, Saveetha Dental College and Hospital, Saveetha University, 

Chennai, TN, India. 

Second Lecturer given by Dr. T. Diraviyam, Assistant Professor (Research), 

Department of Bioengineering, School of Chemical and Biotechnology, SASTRA Deemed 

University Thanjavur , TN, India 

Total number of participant 165 from various colleges through India. During the webinar 

to organize the Quiz related to Immunology for create awareness to students. 

In addition, online quiz programme was also conducted for the student participants. 

 

 



 

 
 


