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THESIS SYNOPSIS 
 

Thesis topic with 
thrust area and 
location 

  

  

URBAN FOOD HUB (EXPERIENTIAL FOOD 
HUB) at Thoraipakkam 

  

Thesis (Mention is it 
live 
proposal/hypothetical) 

  

 Hypothetical 

Sponsoring 
Institute/agency for 
the proposed project 

 Private  

The design intent 
(Thrust Area) in 
Thesis 

  

 To give different experiential dining spaces and 
integrate spaces related to food. 

To create a permeable urban space that is versatile and 
Inclusive in nature  

A space to incubate small food businesses and cultivate 
both culinary and cultural happenings 

To operate not just as a space for everyday urban life 
but also have temporal programming to accommodate 
special events or festivals! 

 Augment an experience centered on food 

Challenges in Design 

  

Combining the different Commercial, Social, Public 
spaces   

Linear site  
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Broad Design 
Program 

It includes different Restaurants, Market, Incubation 
kitchen, Culinary school, Vertical farming, Hotel,  
Gastro gallery. 

Site location, 

 

 Site area,  

 

Site Context 

  

Subbarayan Nagar, Thoraipakkam, Tamil Nadu 
 

89,000 sq.m. (22 acre) 

 

 

 Suburb, IT corridor   

Identification of Case 
studies / Literature 
studies 

 City Centre, Kolkata 

Panaji Municipal Market, Goa 

Nehru Place, Delhi 
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CHAPTER 1  

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 INTRODUCTION 
 
Urban food hub (An Experiential Hub centered around food.) 

A Food Hub is a one-stop-shop destination for everything related to Food. It is important to 
understand that it is not a place that just deals with the food as an end product but its entire 
life cycle. 

The aim of a food hub is as follows- 

1. To spread knowledge about food growing and related activities 

2. To act as a one-stop-shop to buy/ eat food. 

3. To provide a holistic and inclusive space for the same. 

4. To promote Informal activities and events such as weekly Farmers Market in order to 
connect the end-user with the producer  

 

Food has always had the largest cultural impact. India having been an Agro-based economy, 
the lives of entire generations have revolved around growing, preparing, and eating food. 
However, with the current paradigm shift in our cultures as well as a major shift to the urban 
lifestyle-We have lost the connection with what we eat. 

 

It is the food and the architecture of that place that most often have a large cultural impact on 
the people who experience a city. Sense of engagement, social interaction, ownership can be 
bought through our contemporary food system as well as the structure of modern cities 

 

A unique mix of food-related activities is to be explored such as incubation kitchens, Culinary 
Schools, Restaurants, Markets, Farmers' markets, Gastro Gallery, Food forest.  This mix is 
proposed in an effort to rekindle the awareness of a city dweller towards food in its diverse 
aspects. 

 

 

The purpose of the project 
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To create a permeable urban space that acts as an oasis among the concrete jungle that is 
versatile and Inclusive in nature 

A unique space that helps to incubate small food businesses and cultivate both culinary and 
cultural happenings 

To operate not just as a space for everyday urban life but also have temporal programming to 
accommodate special events or festivals! 

Augment an experience center for food



 

 
 

 

FORM EVOLUTION  

 

Fig: Forms 

 

Fig : Final form 
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Fig: concept 

 

The form was developed by arranging each block which has different functions Which 
were connected through  cores and also based on the site conditions. The main aim 
was to orient the longest sides facing north, south and the shortest sides facing east, 
west to avoid direct sun radiation entering the building. 

To take in the air flow into the building and the spaces in between the blocks , the 
blocks were places in such a way that it creates a path for the air flow by pushing the 
front block towards the west and the block behind was pushed towards east and the 
blocks were arranged one on the other in such a way it creates a self shading and 
creating a good visual connect between the blocks. 

 

DESIGN CONCEPTS   

    

Tyndall effect and architecture 

By providing openings  through which light beams can enter from the top which gives 
the Tyndall effect, which gives a forest feel similar to the food forest on the site which 
may create a connection between nature and the built environment. 
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Fig : Tyndall effect in building 

 

WALL DESIGN  

 

Fig: Wall design 

 

By these angular walls, harsh sun rays can be cut down ventilation can be archived 
properly from the predominant wind direction by introducing green walls harsh sun rays 
can be defused.  

 

 

 

 

LIVE FISHING EXPERIENCE  
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It can be done by introducing a water body with fishes and fish tanks which has fishes 
which can be sold freshly to customers  

 

 

The reason behind the characteristic "fishy" odor is that when fish are killed, bacteria 
and fish enzymes convert TMAO into trimethylamine (TMA) to avoid the odor fishes can 
be left alive through those huge tanks. 
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PROGRAM 
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CASE STUDY 
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ZONING 
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The main focal and connecting of the site should be the Plaza 

The majority of the public spaces will be formed by connecting the spaces like market , 
incubation kitchen, culinary school and gallery. 

Restaurants and retail spaces should be easily accessible to the common public. 
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STANDARDS 
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SITE PLAN 
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PLANS AND SECTIONS
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