










SATHYABAMA UNIVERSITY 

FACULTY OF BUILDING & ENVIRONMENT 

DEPARTMENT OF ARCHITECTURE 

New courses included in regulations 2015 

PREAMBLE 

Department of Architecture, Sathyabama University is proud to come out with a new syllabus 
called Regulations 2015 which will be applicable to students admitted to first year B. Arch 
students admitted from the academic year 2015 – 2016. 

This exercise was carried out under the directions and guidance of Dr. Suresh Kuppuswamy, 
Design Chair, Dr. Lilly Rose Amirtham, Faculty Head and Dr. Jothilakshmy Nagammal, HoD 
from July 2014 with the dedicated team of all the faculty members. The ten semesters (5 year) B. 
Arch degree programme courses presently offered under Syllabus Regulations 2010 were broadly 
classified under the following categories as core design studios like Architectural Design, 
Architectural drawing, Art studio etc. Theory cum studio based like Structures and construction, 
Building construction, Building services etc. and  core theory like history, professional practice 
etc. 

For each of the above categories, a senior faculty was appointed as coordinator and a team was 
constituted under him / her. The mandate given to the team coordinator was to comprehensively 
review the curriculum and syllabus presently being handled under the Regulations 2010 and based 
on their experience in imparting knowledge on the subject, each team was requested to present 
their suggestions. 

Periodic review meetings were held by Dr. Suresh Kuppuswamy, Dr. Lilly Rose Amirtham and 
Dr.Jothilakshmy Nagammal and after a thorough discussion and deliberations a draft curriculum 
structure and syllabus was prepared in the month of September 2014. The draft proposals were 
placed before the Board of Studies held on 30th October 2014 constituted especially for the 
purpose by the eminent members – Dr. Ananthakrishna,      Ar. Pramod Balakrishnan and Ar. 
Meghal Arya who have vast professional and teaching experiences. 

The members of Board of Study expressed their sincere appreciation for the attempt by the 
Department of Architecture in comprehensively reviewing the syllabus and presenting the 
revisions proposed vide Regulations 2015 and offered valuable suggestions to make the new 
syllabus more vibrant. 

The suggestions given by the members of Board of Studies during the meeting and the follow up 
by some of them were taken note of. A detailed exercise was once again carried out by the faculty 
teams to ensure that the valuable suggestions and inputs given by the external members were 
incorporated in letter and spirit and suitable changes were made to the draft present during the 
Board of Studies. After this exercise on Curriculum and Syllabus, the exercise on Regulations was 
carried out meticulously as per the guidelines of the University. The Department of Architecture 



had to carry out an elaborate exercise to modify the Regulations 2015 proposed by the University 
for other courses BE / B.Tech to suit the Architecture Branch with the effective participation from 
all the senior faculty members this exercise was completed in February 2015. 

The Department of Architecture sincerely hopes that this new Regulations and Syllabus 2015 - 
will be path breaking and strengthen the B. Arch degree programme which will be the foundation 
for P.G. courses offered by the Department and the Research. It is aimed at making the 
programme very vibrant and is intended to enable the faculty to ensure that students are imparted 
the knowledge and skills required by them on completion of the course.  

The Department wishes to place on record its sincere thanks to the members of BOS, guest faculty 
and all the faculty members whom have made this exercise possible. The ensuring note is a 
summary of some of the important aspects of the new Regulations 2015. 

Regulations 2015- Imported changes incorporated in a nutshell: 
 
1. Professional training reduced to one semester (now it is planned during the seventh semester) 
2. Examination in Architectural Design dispensed with. 
3. Courses are broadly classified under three categories namely theory courses, theory cum studio 

courses and studio oriented courses. 
4. Building construction studios – major restructuring done. 
5. Architectural Design Studios – major restructuring done. 
6. For each course, course objective, unit distribution, reading materials etc are comprehensively 

revised and changes incorporated. 
7. Regulations – In line with the policy of the University major revisions have been carried out in 

the regulations. 
8. All theory courses become 50 : 50 ( which means internal assessment becomes important) 
9. All studio courses also restructured. In general the components from external experts carry 50 

% weightage and internal assessment carry 50% weightage. 
10. Curriculum structure – major revisions incorporated. 
11. Choice Based Credit system has been introduced. 
12. Major restructuring has been done to the curriculum structure and following is the 

comparative analysis of the existing (R 2010) curriculum structure. 
13. Other than the list of electives offered by the department of Architecture, students are allowed 

to choose the elective from the list of Faculty of Building & Environment and also from the 
list of University electives offered by the other Faculties and Departments of the University.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Comparative analysis of Curriculum Structure 
(Note: Courses highlighted in yellow colour are the new courses introduced in the respective 

semesters) 
As per R 2010 As per R 2015 Remarks 
Semester I 
Mathematics 
Applied Mechanics 
History of Architecture I 
Theory of Architecture I 
Introduction  to Building  
Materials 
Design Studio I 
Graphics Studio I 
Art Studio 

Mathematics 
Applied Mechanics 
Society, culture & environment 
Building materials 
 

Orientation to direct 
architecture courses shifted to 
second semester. 
 
Humanities given importance 
with the aim of making it a 
foundation. 
 
 The Major change has come in 
the form of reducing the 
number of theories from five to 
four and clubbing the 
Architectural principles along 
with the Design Studio. The art 
studio has been restructured 
with choice based elective 
hands on exercises and 
workshops.  

Design studio I (Architectural 
principles I) 
Architectural drawing I 
Art studio workshop I 

Semester II 
Structures and Construction I 
History of Architecture II 
Theory of Architecture II 
Environmental  Science  & 
Engineering 
Climatic Factors 
Building Construction I 
Design Studio II 
Architectural Design 
Examination I 
Graphic Studio II 

Building structures I 
Vernacular architecture 
Art and aesthetics 
Materials & construction I 

Core theory has been reduced 
from four to two and theory 
cum studio subjects are divided 
in to separate theory and studio 
with equal weightage of marks 
and passing of each has become 
mandatory. Clubbed the 
Architectural principles along 
with the Design Studio and the 
art studio has been restructured 
with choice based elective 
hands on exercises and 
workshops. 
Architectural design 
examination is dispensed with. 

Structures studio I 
Construction studio I 
Design studio II (Architectural 
principles II) 
Architectural drawing II 
Art studio workshop II 

Semester III 
Structures and Construction II 
History of Architecture III 
Indian vernacular architecture 
Building Services I 
Climatic Design 
Building Construction II 
Design Studio III 
Computer Studio 

Building structures II 
History of Architecture I 
Building Services I 
Site planning and analysis 
Climatology 
Materials & construction II 

History of architecture is 
introduced from the third 
semester only. 
Site planning advanced to third 
semester. 
Computer studio shifted to 
fourth Semester. 
Climatology addresses the role 
of climate in shaping the 
climate responsive built form. 

Structures studio II 
Construction studio II 
Design studio III 



Semester IV 
Structures and Construction III 
History of Architecture IV 
Specification & Estimation 
Site Planning 
Building Services II 
Building Construction III 
Design Studio IV 
Architectural Design 
Examination II 

Building structures III 
History of Architecture II 
Building Services II 
Climatic design 
Materials & construction III 

Architectural design 
examination is dispensed with. 
Climatic design integrates the 
climate data in the built forms. 
 
 Structures studio III 

Construction studio III 
Design studio IV 
Computer studio I 

Semester V 
Structures and Construction IV 
History of Architecture V 
Theory of Design 
Interior Design 
Building Services III 
Building Construction IV 
Design Studio V 

Building structures IV 
History of Architecture III 
Building Services III 
Urban Communities and 
behaviour 
Materials & construction IV 

Interior Design is offered as an 
elective. 
Urban communities and 
behaviour addresses the basic 
concepts /theories of 
Psychology relevant to 
architecture and relationship 
between man and environment 

Structures studio IV 
Construction studio IV 
Design studio V 
Computer studio II 

Semester VI 
Structures and Construction V 
Contemporary Architecture 
Introduction to Human 
Settlements Elective I 
Building Services IV 
Building Construction V 
Design Studio VI 
Architectural Design 
Examination  

Building structures V 
Modern architecture 
Building Services IV 
Theories of thinking 
Materials & construction V 

Contemporary architecture 
shifted to eighth semester and 
the title changed as 
Contemporary directions in 
architecture. 
Theory of design renamed as 
Theories of thinking. 
 

Structures studio V 
Construction studio V 
Design studio VI 

Semester VII 
Urban Housing 
Steel in Architectural Design 
Urban Design 
Project Management 
Elective II 
Elective III 
Design Studio VII 
Working Drawing Studio 

Professional training 
Educational tour 

Professional training 
Introduced. 
Project management is offered 
as an elective 

Semester VIII 
Design Studio VIII 
Educational Tour 
Synopsis 

Introduction to landscape 
architecture 
Specification and estimation 
Urban design 
Construction management 
Contemporary directions in 
architecture 
Elective II 

Introduction to landscape 
Architecture is offered as a 
core. 
Specification and estimation is 
offered in the Eighth Semester. 
Construction management is 
introduced as a core. 
 



Design studio VII 
Semester IX 
Design Studio IX 
Pre Thesis Study 

Professional practice and ethics 
I 
Architectural conservation 
Urban and regional planning 
Elective III 

Architectural Conservation 
,Urban and Regional Planning 
Introduced as core course 

Design studio VIII 
Dissertation & Pre thesis 

Semester X 
Professional Practice 
Elective IV 
Elective V 
Design Studio X (THESIS) 

Professional practice and ethics 
II 
Elective IV 

One Theory Course off Loaded. 

Thesis 
Electives 
Elective I 
Environment and Behaviour 
Sustainable Architecture 
Design for Disaster 
Management 

Group I 
Architectural journalism 
Architectural photography 
Film set & temporary structure 
design 
Biomimicry 
Interior design 
Critical thinking 

Elective I &II is offered in the 
sixth and eighth Semester. 

Elective II 
Facilities Management 
Introduction to GIS and Remote 
Sensing 
Urban and Regional Planning 

Group  II 
Digital architecture 
Facilities planning 
Energy efficient architecture 
Construction systems 
Project management 

Elective III & IV is offered in 
the Ninth and Tenth Semester. 

Elective III 
Landscape Design 
Environmental Planning and 
Design 
Architectural Conservation 

  

Elective IV 
Construction Management 
Advanced Construction 
Techniques 
Structural Systems 

  

Elective V 
Architectural Journalism 
Architectural Anthropology 
Contemporary Process in 
Architecture 

  

 
 
 
 
 




