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                                                ABSTRACT 

This paper delves into the thematic approach to the comical style found in William 

Shakespeare’s plays, with a focus on "A Midsummer Night's Dream" and "The Taming 

of the Shrew." It examines how Shakespeare utilizes various themes to craft humor 

and comedic situations that are crucial to the overall tone and message of these 

works.In "A Midsummer Night's Dream," Shakespeare employs the theme of love to 

weave a comical tapestry of mistaken identities, misplaced affections, and magical 

interventions. The play's portrayal of the absurdities of romantic love, particularly 

through the antics of the fairy king and queen, Oberon and Titania, and the hapless 

group of amateur actors, offers a rich vein of humor. Furthermore, the play's exploration 

of the contrast between reality and illusion, exemplified by the enchanted forest setting, 

adds depth to its comedic elements."The Taming of the Shrew" similarly utilizes themes 

of love and marriage to create comedic tension. The play satirizes gender roles and 

societal expectations, especially through the tumultuous relationship between the 

strong-willed Katherine and the determined Petruchio. Shakespeare employs witty 

dialogue and clever wordplay to underscore the absurdity of Petruchio's methods in 

"taming" Katherine, resulting in humorous misunderstandings and role 

reversals.Through these thematic explorations, Shakespeare not only entertains his 

audience but also offers insightful commentary on human nature, relationships, and 

societal norms. This paper aims to delve into the nuances of these themes and their 

contribution to shaping the comical style of these iconic plays. 
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CHAPTER 1 

1.1 INTRODUCTION 

 

Shakespearean comedy is celebrated for its intricate blend of humor, wit, and profound 

thematic explorations. William Shakespeare skillfully combines various    comedic 

elements in his plays to create compelling narratives that both entertain and offer 

insights into human nature. Two exemplary works that demonstrate Shakespeare's 

comedic talent are "A Midsummer Night's Dream" and "The Taming of the Shrew." 

Despite their distinct settings and plots, these plays share a common thematic focus 

on love, gender dynamics, and the interplay between reality and illusion within their 

comical styles. In "A Midsummer Night's Dream," Shakespeare explores romantic 

entanglements in a fantastical world where love is both enchanting and absurd. The 

play intertwines the stories of four young lovers, a group of amateur actors, and the 

magical realm of the fairies, led by the mischievous Puck. Through these intertwined 

narratives, Shakespeare examines the capricious nature of love, the transformative 

power of imagination, and the blurred boundaries between dreams and reality. The 

play's comedic elements, such as mistaken identities, witty exchanges, and humorous 

situations, contribute to its playful and whimsical tone while also prompting deeper 

reflections on the nature of love and human relationships. In contrast, "The Taming of 

the Shrew" offers a more overtly satirical exploration of gender roles and societal 

expectations. The play centers on the courtship of the strong- willed Katharina, known 

as the "shrew," by the assertive Petruchio. Shakespeare employs clever dialogue, 

physical comedy, and farcical scenarios to highlight the absurdity of gender stereotypes 

and the dynamics of power in relationships. Despite its comedic treatment, the play 

raises thought-provoking questions about identity, submission, and the nature of love, 

challenging audiences to reconsider traditional notions of gender and marriage. This 

paper will delve into the thematic similarities and differences in the comical styles of 

these two plays, 
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 examining how Shakespeare uses humor, irony, and satire to address enduring 

themes that resonate with audiences. Through a thematic analysis of key scenes, 

characters, and motifs, we will uncover the underlying complexities of Shakespearean 

comedy and its lasting relevance in understanding the human experience. 
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CHAPTER 2 

2.1 LITERATURE REVIEW  

Shakespeare's plays, especially 'A Midsummer Night's Dream' and 'The Taming of the 

Shrew,' have been thoroughly analyzed for their comedic elements, profound themes, 

and cultural significance. Scholars have investigated various aspects of these works, 

including their treatment of love, gender roles, social dynamics, and the interplay 

between reality and illusion. 

Stephen Greenblatt, in 'Shakespearean Negotiations,' discusses the concept of "the 

circulation of social energy" in Shakespeare's works, suggesting that the plays reflect 

and influence the social energies of their time. This perspective provides a framework 

for understanding how Shakespeare's comedies, such as 'A Midsummer Night's 

Dream' and 'The Taming of the Shrew,' engage with and comment on the societal 

norms and values of the Elizabethan era. 

Margo Hendricks' essay, "'Obscured by Dreams': Race, Empire, and Shakespeare’s 

A Midsummer Night's Dream," examines the play's treatment of race and imperialism, 

showing how these themes are subtly integrated into the narrative. By analyzing 

characters like Titania and Oberon, Hendricks reveals the complex racial dynamics at 

play in the play, adding depth to its portrayal of love and magic. 

Standish Henning's study on "The Fairies of A Midsummer Night's Dream" provides a 

detailed analysis of the role and significance of the fairies in the play. Henning explores 

how these magical beings contribute to the play's themes of love, transformation, and 

the supernatural, enhancing its whimsical and enchanting atmosphere. 

Ruth Nevo's 'Comic Transformations in Shakespeare' offers a comprehensive 

examination of Shakespeare's comedic techniques, including those used in 'A 

Midsummer Night's Dream.' Nevo's insights into the use of humor, wordplay, and 

dramatic irony shed light on the play's comedic elements and its enduring appeal to 

audiences. 
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Marjorie B. Garber's work, 'Dream in Shakespeare: From Metaphor to 

Metamorphosis,' provides a comprehensive analysis of 'A Midsummer Night's Dream' 



           

and its transformative themes. Garber's exploration of the play's use of dreams, 

illusions, and metamorphosis offers a fresh perspective on its portrayal of love, 

identity, and the nature of reality. 

Kenneth Pickering's analysis of themes and issues in 'A Midsummer Night's Dream' 

delves into the play's exploration of love, marriage, and the boundaries between the 

real and the fantastical. Pickering's examination of these themes enhances our 

understanding of the play's complex characters and their relationships. 

G. J. Watson's comparative study of comedy and satire in 'A Midsummer Night's 

Dream' and 'Volpone' highlights the distinctive comedic styles of Shakespeare and 

Ben Jonson. By analyzing the use of satire and humor in these plays, Watson offers 

insights into the cultural and literary contexts that shaped these works. 

The theological dimensions of 'A Midsummer Night's Dream' are explored in 'Christian 

Humanism in Shakespeare,' which examines the play's treatment of love, reason, and 

divine intervention. This perspective adds a layer of complexity to our understanding 

of the play's moral and philosophical themes. 

'A Midsummer Night’s Dream in Our Time' and 'Midsummer Night’s Dream in 

Shakespeare’s Time' examine the play's enduring popularity and cultural significance, 

providing insights into how it has been interpreted and adapted over time, reflecting 

changing attitudes towards love, gender, and society. 

In conclusion, the literature on 'A Midsummer Night's Dream' and 'The Taming of the 

Shrew' highlights the richness and complexity of Shakespeare's comedies. These 

plays, with their exploration of love, marriage, social norms, and cultural values, 

continue to captivate audiences worldwide, showcasing Shakespeare's enduring 

legacy as a master playwright. 
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3.1 INTRODUCTION TO AUTHOR 

 

William Shakespeare, widely celebrated as the preeminent playwright in the English 

language, was born in 1564 in Stratford-upon-Avon. His literary legacy extends beyond 

his era, influencing literature, theater, and culture across generations and continents. 

Shakespeare's unparalleled command of language, intricate character development, 

and profound understanding of human nature remain enduringly captivating. Spanning 

the late 16th and early 17th centuries, Shakespeare's career coincided with the reigns 

of Queen Elizabeth I and King James I. He crafted a diverse repertoire encompassing 

tragedies, comedies, histories, and romances, showcasing his versatility and literary 

depth. His works are renowned for their universal themes, timeless relevance, and 

eloquent poetic expression, securing his status as a literary luminary. Shakespeare's 

comedies constitute a distinctive facet of his work, distinguished by their light-hearted 

tone, clever wordplay, and exploration of human foibles and absurdities. These plays 

often feature intricate plots, mistaken identities, and themes of love, marriage, and 

social hierarchy. Despite their comedic nature, Shakespeare's comedies also delve into 

profound philosophical inquiries about life, love, and the nature of reality, blending 

humor with deep insights.Among his most celebrated comedic works are "A 

Midsummer Night's Dream" and "The Taming of the Shrew." "A Midsummer Night's 

Dream" unfolds in an enchanted forest where humans and fairies collide, leading to a 

series of comedic misunderstandings and romantic entanglements. 
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The play delves into themes of love, magic, and the irrationality of desire, showcasing 

Shakespeare's skill in weaving multiple plotlines into a cohesive and enchanting 

narrative."The Taming of the Shrew" is a provocative comedy that challenges gender 



           

roles and societal norms. The play revolves around the courtship of the sharp-tongued 

Katherine by the assertive Petruchio, whose unconventional methods of "taming" her 

ignite both humor and controversy. Through its exploration of power of and the 

complexities of relationships, the play offers a nuanced commentary on gender, 

identity, and social conventions.In both these comedies, Shakespeare demonstrates 

his trademark wit and linguistic virtuosity, creating memorable characters and situations 

that entertain and provoke contemplation. His comedic works endure as timeless 

reflections on the human experience, blending laughter with profound introspection. 

 

3.2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF A MIDSUMMER NIGHTS DREAM 

 

A Midsummer Night's Dream" stands out as one of William Shakespeare's most 

cherished comedies, renowned for its captivating narrative, magical elements, and 

intricate depiction of love and fantasy. Believed to have been composed around 1595-

1596, this play likely premiered at an aristocratic wedding, possibly that of Elizabeth 

Carey, the granddaughter of Henry Carey, Lord Hunsdon, who served as the Lord 

Chamberlain and was also the patron of Shakespeare's troupe, the Lord Chamberlain's 

Men. This performance context is significant, as it suggests a festive, jubilant ambiance 

that resonates with the play's themes of love, matrimony, and revelry.The play unfolds 

in two distinct settings: the human realm and the fairy domain, set in and around Athens 

and the enchanted forest, respectively. 
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 Athens symbolizes a realm of order and reason ruled by Theseus, the Duke, and 

Hippolyta, the Queen of the Amazons, as they prepare for their wedding. In contrast, 

the forest represents a realm of chaos and enchantment, where the fairies, led by 

Oberon and Titania, meddle in mortal affairs."A Midsummer Night's Dream" draws 

heavily on classical mythology and folklore for its historical backdrop, incorporating 

elements from Ovid's "Metamorphoses" and various English and French fairy tales. 

Shakespeare masterfully intertwines these sources to create a rich tapestry of 



           

characters and situations, blending the familiar with the fantastical.Love, with its 

irrational and unpredictable nature, emerges as a central theme in the play. 

Shakespeare explores various facets of love, from the youthful infatuation of Hermia 

and Lysander to the more mature relationship between Theseus and Hippolyta. The 

introduction of a love potion, administered by Puck at Oberon's behest, adds a layer of 

complexity to the romantic entanglements, underscoring the whimsical nature of 

desire.The play also delves into the theme of reality versus illusion, blurring the lines 

between the two, particularly in the forest scenes, where magic distorts the characters' 

perceptions. This theme is further underscored by the play-within-a-play performed by 

the "rude mechanicals," a comedic interlude that both parodies and mirrors the main 

plot. Gender roles and power dynamics are also prominent themes in "A Midsummer 

Night's Dream," exemplified by characters like Titania and Bottom. Titania, the 

formidable fairy queen, finds herself temporarily under Oberon's control due to the love 

potion, highlighting the precarious nature of power and authority. Bottom's 

transformation into an ass challenges conventional notions of masculinity and identity, 

adding depth to the exploration of these themes. Shakespeare's skillful use of 

language, characterized by rhyme and rhythm, adds a musical quality to the play, 

enhancing its dreamlike atmosphere. The play's intricate structure, featuring multiple 

intertwined plotlines, creates a sense of unity and harmony, culminating in the joyous 

resolution of multiple weddings and reconciliations. This conclusion reinforces the 

theme of harmony and balance, suggesting that love has the power to overcome all 

obstacles. 
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 "A Midsummer Night's Dream" stands as a testament to Shakespeare's genius, 

captivating audiences with its timeless themes and enchanting characters. Through its 

exploration of love, illusion, and transformation, the play invites us to ponder the nature 

of reality and to embrace the magic and wonder of the world around us. 

 

3.3 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF TAMING OF THE SHREW  



           

 

The Taming of the Shrew," one of William Shakespeare's enduring comedies, delves 

into themes of gender roles, power dynamics, and societal expectations. Penned 

between 1590 and 1594, it stands as one of his earlier works, likely performed at 

London's Globe Theatre. Understanding its historical backdrop provides insights into 

its 

context, themes, and characters.Set in Padua, Italy, a hub of intellect during the 

Renaissance, the play mirrors this era's flourishing ideas. Italy's choice as the backdrop 

adds an exotic and sophisticated aura, given its reputation for culture and art in 

Shakespeare's time."The Taming of the Shrew" draws from the Renaissance theme of 

"shrew-taming," a prevalent concept in literature and drama. A "shrew" referred to a 

woman viewed as ill-tempered, disobedient, or unruly. The play follows Katherine, the 

titular shrew, and her transformation by Petruchio, who seeks to "tame" her into an 

obedient wife.A central theme is marriage's nature and women's societal roles. 

Reflecting the 

patriarchal society, women were expected to be submissive and obedient. Katherine's 

change from strong-willed to obedient reflects these societal norms.The play also 

explores performance and identity. Characters adopt various roles to achieve their 

goals, evident in the play-within-a-play where actors perform a farce. This theme 

suggests identity is a constructed concept.  
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Love and relationships are also explored. Katherine and Petruchio's relationship, 

though contentious, is portrayed as loving and fulfilling.The subplot involving Bianca, 

Katherine's sister, and her suitors, delves into courtship and romance. "The Taming of 

the Shrew" is renowned for its language and wordplay. Witty dialogue and clever puns, 

especially in exchanges between Katherine and Petruchio, enhance its comedic 



           

appeal."The Taming of the Shrew" is a multifaceted play that continues to spark 

discussion. Its examination of gender roles, power dynamics, and love's nature make 

it a timeless piece. Shakespeare's blend of comedy and drama, alongside nuanced 

character portrayals, ensures its place as a thought-provoking work. 

 

3.4 CHARACTERIZATION 

3.4.1 IMPORTANT CHARACTERS IN A MIDSUMMER NIGHTS DREAM  

THESEUS – DUKE OF ATHENS 

In A Midsummer Night's Dream Theseus is portrayed as the Duke of Athens, esteemed 

for his wisdom and leadership qualities. He is preparing to marry Hippolyta, the Queen 

of the Amazons.Throughout the play, Theseus symbolizes authority and stability, 

standing in stark contrast to the disorder and mischief caused by the fairies in the forest. 

Initially depicted as strict and unwavering, as shown by his insistence that Hermia marry 

Demetrius against her wishes, Theseus later reveals a more compassionate side.When 

confronted with the complex love dilemmas of the young Athenian lovers, Theseus 

listens to their pleas and ultimately allows them to follow their hearts, demonstrating his 

respect for love and personal autonomy.Theseus also displays an appreciation for the 

arts, as evidenced by his enjoyment of the play performed by the amateur actors, 

despite its flaws. This reveals a more light-hearted and indulgent aspect of his 

character.  
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Inessence Theseus represents order and authority, yet he also reveals a capacity for 

empathy and understanding, particularly in matters of love and personal choice. 

 

HIPPOLYTA – QUEEN OF AMAZONS 



           

Hippolyta is depicted as a strong and dignified character in "A Midsummer Night's 

Dream." As the Queen of the Amazons, she embodies power and independence. Her 

characterization is initially shaped by her status as a captive bride-to-be, having been 

conquered by Theseus in battle. Despite this background, she maintains an air of grace 

and composure. Throughout the play, Hippolyta's character remains somewhat 

mysterious, with fewer lines than other characters. However, her presence is 

significant, representing the order and reason of the human world in contrast to the fairy 

world's whimsy. Hippolyta's relationship with Theseus is complex. While their marriage 

may have originated from conquest, there is a clear sense of mutual respect and 

understanding between them. This dynamic is highlighted in their interactions while 

planning their wedding. Overall, Hippolyta symbolizes strength, independence, and 

dignity. Despite her limited dialogue, her character enriches the play's exploration of 

love, power, and the human experience. 

EGEUS – FATHER OF HERMIA 

In "A Midsummer Night's Dream," Egeusis depicted as a stern and traditional father, 

deeply invested in upholding societal norms, especially concerning marriage and filial 

duty. Egeus plays a pivotal role in the play by instigating conflict. He insists that his 

daughter, Hermia, marry Demetrius, a suitor of his choosing. Egeus is unwavering in 

his stance, going as far as to seek the Duke's intervention and threatening Hermia with 

severe consequences if she refuses. Representing the patriarchal society of Athens, 

Egeus embodies the authority fathers held over their daughters' lives and marital 

decisions. His character serves to underscore the theme of personal autonomy versus 

societal expectations, a central theme in the play.  
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Despite his rigidity, Egeusis not portrayed as wholly villainous. His actions stem from a 

genuine belief in the importance of order and obedience. Nevertheless, his character 

contrasts with the more empathetic and understanding attitudes of characters like 

Theseus and the lovers. Overall, Egeus's characterization enriches the play's 



           

exploration of love, marriage, and the conflict between individual desires and societal 

norms. 

 

HERMIA – DAUGHTER OF EGEUS AND WHO IS IN LOVE WITH   LYSANDER 

In "A Midsummer Night's Dream," Hermia is portrayed as a strong-willed and 

independent young woman who fiercely defends her right to choose her own path, 

especially regarding love and marriage. Hermia's refusal to obey her father, Egeus, and 

the Athenian law compelling her to marry Demetrius against her wishes demonstrates 

her courage and determination. Despite the potential consequences, such as being 

forced into a nunnery or even facing death, Hermia remains steadfast in her love for 

Lysander. Despite her petite stature, Hermia's character is portrayed as intelligent, 

resourceful, and deeply passionate. She is willing to take risks for love and freedom, 

showcasing her integrity and inner strength. Throughout the play, Hermia serves as a 

contrast to more submissive female characters like Helena. Her character challenges 

traditional gender roles and societal expectations, making her a compelling and 

empowering figure in the story.Overall, Hermia's characterization enriches the play's 

exploration of themes such as love, identity, and the struggle for independence within 

a society governed by strict social norms. 

 

LYSANDER – YOUNG MAN LOVE WITH HERMIA  

In "A Midsummer Night's Dream," Lysander is portrayed as a romantic and determined 

young man deeply in love with Hermia. He is willing to go to great lengths to be with 

her, even in the face of opposition from her father and the law.  
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Lysander's character is defined by his sincerity and unwavering devotion to Hermia. 

Unlike Demetrius, who initially pursues Hermia for shallow reasons, Lysander's love for 

her is genuine and steadfast. He is prepared to risk everything for their relationship, 



           

including eloping to the forest to escape the Athenian law that forbids their 

union.Throughout the play, Lysander's character remains consistent in his love for 

Hermia. He is also portrayed as resourceful and clever, especially in his plan to flee to 

the forest with Hermia. Additionally, Lysander exhibits a sense of fairness and justice, 

as demonstrated by his willingness to challenge Demetrius's claim to Hermia's 

love.Overall, Lysander's characterization enriches the play's exploration of love and the 

obstacles faced by young lovers. His unyielding commitment to Hermia underscores 

the transformative power of true love. 

 

DEMETRIUS -   YOUNG MAN INITIALLY IN LOVE WITH HERMIA AND LATER IN 

LOVE WITH HELENA  

Demetrius, as depicted in "A Midsummer Night's Dream," initially comes across as 

unsympathetic. He appears arrogant, stubborn, and dismissive, particularly in his 

treatment of Helena, whom he once loved but now disregards in pursuit of Hermia. His 

desire for Hermia seems motivated by societal pressures and, possibly, a quest for 

social standing, given Hermia's noble background. This initial portrayal sets him in 

contrast to Lysander, who is portrayed as more romantic and willing to challenge 

societal norms for love. However, Demetrius undergoes a significant transformation 

after being enchanted by Oberon's love potion. This transformation is not merely 

external, as he shifts his affection from Hermia to Helena, but also internal. The potion 

appears to awaken a more genuine and compassionate side of Demetrius. Despite 

initially being under the spell's influence, he eventually develops sincere feelings for 

Helena, showcasing a capacity for personal growth and change. Demetrius' character 

arc is crucial to the play's exploration of love's complexities.  
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His transformation underscores the idea that love can be unpredictable and 

uncontrollable, and that individuals are capable of change when confronted with 

unexpected circumstances. Furthermore, his story contributes to the play's comedic 



           

elements, as his romantic entanglements and the ensuing love triangle create 

humorous misunderstandings that drive much of the plot. 

 

HELENA – IN LOVE WITH DEMETRIUS  

Helena, in "A Midsummer Night's Dream," is depicted as a lovesick and self-

deprecating young woman. Despite Demetrius's rejection in favor of Hermia,Helena 

remains deeply enamored with him. Her unreciprocated love for Demetrius causes her 

to feel inadequate and unworthy, leading her to believe that she is being mocked and 

ridiculed by both Demetrius and Hermia.Helena's character is marked by desperation 

and longing, as she is willing to sacrifice her dignity and self-respect in pursuit of 

Demetrius's affection. This is evident when she decides to betray her friend Hermia by 

revealing Hermia's plan to elope with Lysander to Demetrius, hoping to win his 

favor.Her portrayal adds complexity to the play's exploration of love. Helena's 

unrequited love underscores the emotional pain and vulnerability that often accompany 

romantic feelings, as well as the extreme lengths to which individuals may go in search 

of love and validation. Additionally, Helena's character contributes to the play's comedic 

elements, as her misunderstandings and misinterpretations of the unfolding events lead 

to humorous situations. 

 

OBERON – THE KING OF FAIRIES AND WHO IS IN CONFLICT WITH TITANIA  

In "A Midsummer Night's Dream," Oberon is depicted as the mischievous King of the 

Fairies, playing a pivotal role in the play's magical events. He is cunning yet caring, 

driven by a desire to restore justice and order in both the fairy realm and the mortal 

world. 
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Oberon's notable trait is his skill in manipulating others, especially through magical 

means. His actions, such as instructing Puck to use a love potion, lead to confusion 

and chaos among the human characters, resulting in mistaken identities and romantic 



           

entanglements. Despite his trickster nature, Oberon also displays compassion, 

particularly in his interactions with his queen, Titania. Their relationship is multifaceted, 

featuring moments of both tenderness and conflict, which adds depth to Oberon's 

character.Overall, Oberon is a complex figure who embodies the playful and 

manipulative sides of the fairy world. His actions drive much of the play's plot and 

contribute to its themes of love, magic, and the capriciousness of desire. 

 

TITANIA - QUEEN OF FAIRIES AND WHO IS IN CONFLICT WITH OBERON 

Titania, the queen of the fairies in William Shakespeare's "A Midsummer Night's 

Dream," is a character of remarkable depth and complexity. Shakespeare carefully 

develops Titania throughout the play, revealing her multifaceted nature through her 

actions, dialogue, and relationships with other characters. Titania's character is pivotal 

in exploring themes of love, power, and the natural world, making her one of the most 

compelling figures in the play.Central to Titania's character is her role as the queen of 

the fairies, which bestows upon her a sense of authority and confidence. However, 

despite her regal bearing, Titaniais depicted as susceptible to the whims of love. Her 

relationship with Oberon, the fairy king, is a key element of her character, showcasing 

her capacity for deep, passionate love.Titania's affection for Bottom, who has been 

magically transformed into a donkey by Puck, is a particularly striking aspect of her 

character. Despite Bottom's absurd appearance, Titania's love for him is portrayed as 

sincere, demonstrating her ability to see beyond outward appearances and appreciate 

inner qualities.  
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This episode also highlights Titania's vulnerability, as she is momentarily ensnared by 

Oberon's enchantments, underscoring the fleeting nature of her emotions.Another 

significant facet of Titania's character is her connection to the natural world. As queen 



           

of the fairies, Titaniais closely attuned to the rhythms of nature, and her actions often 

mirror the cycles of growth and decay in the natural world. This connection is evident 

in her interactions with the mortal characters, particularly the young lovers Hermia, 

Lysander, Helena, and Demetrius. Titania's interventions in their romantic 

entanglements reflect her role as a guardian of nature, striving to restore harmony and 

balance.Titaniais also characterized by her independence and assertiveness. Unlike 

many female characters in Shakespeare's plays, Titaniais not defined solely by her 

relationship to a male character. Instead, she is portrayed as a strong, self-assured 

woman who is unafraid to pursue her own desires and uphold her beliefs. This 

independence is evident in her interactions with Oberon, where she refuses to submit 

to his demands and asserts her own will.In conclusion, Titania is a complex and 

multifaceted character whose portrayal adds depth and richness to "A Midsummer 

Night's Dream." Through her interactions with other characters and her actions 

throughout the play, Shakespeare presents a nuanced depiction of a woman who is 

both powerful and vulnerable, passionate and independent. Titania's character 

embodies the play's exploration of love, power, and the natural world, making her a 

central and compelling figure in the drama. 

 

PUCK ( ROBIN GOOD FELLOW)- OBERON’S FAIRY SERVANT 

In "A Midsummer Night's Dream," Shakespeare's character Puck, also known as Robin 

Good fellow, is a mischievous fairy serving the fairy king Oberon. Puck is pivotal in the 

play, driving much of its comedic confusion and forest mayhem. Shakespeare crafts a 

multifaceted character in Puck, blending playful and darker supernatural elements. 

Central to Puck's character is his mischievousness. 
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 Early in the play, he is established as a trickster, reveling in creating chaos among the 

human characters. His famous line, "What fools these mortals be!" (Act 3, Scene 2), 



           

reflects his view of humans as gullible and easily manipulated. This trait is evident in 

his interactions, such as transforming Bottom's head into that of an ass or leading the 

lovers astray in the forest, entangling them in mistaken identities.Yet, Puck is more than 

a mere trickster. Shakespeare also portrays him as loyal and dutiful to Oberon. Despite 

his playful nature, Puck obeys Oberon's commands, even if they lead to mischief and 

confusion among humans. This loyalty adds depth to Puck, suggesting a complexity 

beyond his desire for chaos.Moreover, Puck shows remorse for his actions. When he 

realizes his mistake in enchanting the wrong lovers with the love potion, he 

acknowledges his error and seeks to rectify it. This moment of reflection humanizes 

Puck, revealing his capacity for empathy and remorse despite his supernatural 

nature.In conclusion, Puck is a complex character in "A Midsummer Night's Dream," 

embodying both the playful and darker sides of the supernatural. Shakespeare creates 

a character who is mischievous yet loyal, playful yet capable of remorse, enriching the 

play's world with depth and complexity. 

 

BOTTOM – A WEAVER  

In "A Midsummer Night's Dream," Bottom stands out as a pivotal character whose 

portrayal significantly enriches the play's comedic and thematic elements. Initially 

introduced as a weaver and one of the Athenian craftsmen preparing a play for the 

Duke's wedding, Bottom's character is multifaceted, blending humor, irony, and 

depth.One of Bottom's most notable characteristics is his excessive self-assurance and 

self-importance, often leading to amusing situations. He eagerly volunteers for the role 

of Pyramus, the lead in the craftsmen's play, and consistently tries to dominate 

rehearsals with his ideas, despite his lack of acting talent. This trait is exemplified in 

Act 1, Scene 2, where he proposes playing both the lion and Pyramus, believing he 

can excel in both roles simultaneously.  
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 Another facet of Bottom's character is his literal-mindedness and lack of self-

awareness, adding to the comedic effect. For instance, when Titania, the Fairy Queen, 



           

falls in love with him due to a magical enchantment, Bottom remains oblivious to her 

affection, focusing instead on practical concerns like food and rest. This creates irony 

and humor as the audience is privy to information that Bottom lacks.However, beneath 

his comedic traits, Bottom also displays depth and humanity. His interactions with other 

characters, especially his fellow craftsmen, reveal a kind-hearted and well-meaning 

nature. He endeavors to maintain harmony within the group, even when his ideas are 

met with skepticism, and genuinely cares for their welfare.A pivotal moment in Bottom's 

characterization occurs in Act 3, Scene 1, when he is transformed into a half-donkey 

by the mischievous Puck. This transformation symbolizes the theme of metamorphosis 

and change that permeates the play. It also underscores Bottom's resilience and 

adaptability, as he continues to embrace his role in the craftsmen's play despite his 

altered appearance. In conclusion, Bottom is a complex and memorable character in 

"A Midsummer Night's Dream," whose blend of humor and humanity contributes 

significantly to the play's impact. Through Bottom, Shakespeare explores themes of 

self-assurance, illusion, and transformation, ensuring that Bottom remains a character 

that resonates with audiences long after the play has ended. 

 

2.4.2 IMPORTANT CHARACTERS IN TAMING OF THE SHREW  

KATHERINE (KATE) 

Katherine, often known as Kate, is a central character in Shakespeare's "The Taming 

of the Shrew." Initially portrayed as a sharp-witted and strong-willed woman, she is 

labeled a "shrew" due to her fiery temperament and refusal to conform to societal 

norms. Throughout the play, Katherine's character undergoes a notable 

transformation.At the start, Katherine is depicted as a challenging figure, rejecting 

traditional gender roles and openly expressing her disdain for marriage. 
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 Despite her tough exterior, she displays vulnerability and intelligence, revealing a 

deeper complexity. Her resistance to societal expectations reflects a desire for 



           

autonomy and self-determination.As the plot unfolds, Katherine becomes central to the 

storyline, particularly in her courtship and eventual marriage to Petruchio. Petruchio 

attempts to "tame" Katherine through unconventional methods, aiming to make her a 

more compliant wife. This aspect of the play, while controversial by modern standards, 

reflects the norms of Shakespeare's time.By the play's end, Katherine appears to have 

embraced her role as a wife, seemingly conforming to societal expectations. However, 

interpretations vary, with some suggesting that her transformation may be more 

strategic than genuine.Overall, Katherine is a complex character who challenges 

societal norms and raises questions about gender roles, power dynamics, and the 

nature of relationships. 

PETRUCHIO 

 

Petruchio is a central character in "The Taming of the Shrew," known for his bold and 

unconventional personality, especially in pursuing Katherine (Kate), the titular "shrew." 

He is characterized by his confidence and outspokenness, unafraid to express 

controversial opinions or confront others. Petruchio's wit and sharp tongue are evident 

in his verbal exchanges, particularly with Kate, where he engages in clever wordplay 

and banter.He is portrayed as resourceful and determined, as seen in his 

unconventional methods of "taming" Kate, which demonstrate his resolve to assert 

dominance and reshape her behavior. However, these methods are often viewed as 

manipulative and deceptive, such as denying her basic needs like food and sleep to 

control her. Despite these controversial actions, Petruchio is a complex character, not 

simply a one-dimensional villain. His motivations and actions can be interpreted in 

various ways, adding depth to his character and contributing to the play's exploration 

of gender roles, power dynamics, and societal expectations. 
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In "The Taming of the Shrew," Bianca is portrayed as the antithesis of her sister 

Katherine (Kate). While Kate is known for her sharp wit and reluctance to marry, Bianca 

is depicted as gentle, compliant, and attractive. Here are some key aspects of Bianca's 

character:Innocence and Beauty: Bianca is described as beautiful, making her a 

highly sought-after bride. Her physical attractiveness is juxtaposed with Kate's more 

intimidating demeanor.Desirability and Suitors: Bianca attracts the attention of 

multiple suitors, including Lucentio, Gremio, and Hortensio, due to her beauty and 

perceived docility.Obedience and Compliance: Unlike Kate, who openly defies her 

father's wishes and societal norms, Bianca is obedient to her father Baptista's authority. 

She does not openly rebel against his decisions, especially regarding her 

marriage.Manipulative Behavior: Despite her outward obedience, Bianca 

demonstrates manipulative tendencies. She deceives her father and others by feigning 

compliance while secretly pursuing her suitors.Limited Agency: Bianca's character 

underscores the limited agency and options available to women in the patriarchal 

society depicted in the play. She is largely defined by her relationships with men and 

her role as an object of desire. Foil to Kate: Bianca serves as a foil to Kate, highlighting 

their contrasting personalities. Bianca's compliance and desirability accentuate Kate's 

rebellious nature and the societal norms she challenges. Bianca's characterization in 

"The Taming of the Shrew" illuminates the play's exploration of gender roles, power 

dynamics, and societal expectations during the Elizabethan era. 

 

BAPTISTA MINOLA 

Baptista Minola holds a pivotal role in William Shakespeare's "The Taming of the 

Shrew," driving much of the play's action and exploring its themes of love, marriage, 

and family dynamics. As the father of Katherina (Kate) and Bianca, Baptista is central 

to the plot, especially in his efforts to find suitable husbands for his daughters.  
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Initially portrayed as a wealthy gentleman from Padua, Baptista is primarily focused on 

securing advantageous matches for Bianca, his younger daughter, rather than 

considering the feelings or desires of his elder daughter, Kate. 

His pragmatic and business-like approach to marriage is a consistent trait throughout 

the play. Baptista's character is further developed through his interactions with other 

characters, notably with Petruchio , who seeks to marry Kate. Baptista's willingness to 

agree to Petruchio's unconventional courtship and marriage plans for Kate reflects his 

eagerness to see her married and his belief in Petruchio as a suitable match.Despite 

showing favoritism towards Bianca, Baptista is not indifferent to Kate's situation. He 

genuinely cares about her future and well-being, which is evident in his efforts to find 

her a husband, despite her reputation as a shrew. Baptista's role as a father is also 

highlighted in his interactions with Bianca's suitors. He carefully evaluates their 

qualifications and financial standing, highlighting his pragmatic view of marriage as a 

means of securing his daughters' futures. However, his decision-making is not solely 

based on financial considerations, as he also considers the suitors' personalities and 

compatibility with his daughters. Additionally, Baptista's character adds to the play's 

comedic elements through his interactions with other characters. His exasperation with 

the various schemes and antics of the suitors, as well as his attempts to navigate the 

complexities of his daughters' romantic entanglements, contribute to the play's humor 

and wit.  In conclusion, Baptista Minola is a complex character in "The Taming of the 

Shrew," embodying the challenges of patriarchal authority, familial obligations, and 

societal norms. His pragmatic approach to marriage, combined with his concern for his 

daughters' happiness, makes him a compelling character who drives much of the play's 

narrative. 
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LUCENTIO 

Lucentio is a complex character in William Shakespeare's "The Taming of the Shrew," 

embodying both the traditional elements of a romantic hero and the comedic aspects 

of a fool. His characterization is pivotal to the play's plot and themes, particularly in 

highlighting the themes of love, deception, and social hierarchy.At the beginning of the 

play, Lucentiois portrayed as a young nobleman from Pisa, who arrives in Padua to 

study. He is instantly captivated by Bianca, the beautiful and virtuous younger daughter 

of Baptista Minola. Lucentio's love for Bianca is sincere and drives much of his actions 

throughout the play. Unlike other characters who pursue Bianca for selfish reasons, 

such as Hortensio and Gremio, Lucentio's love seems genuine and pure, which aligns 

with his role as a romantic hero. However, Lucentio's pursuit of Bianca leads him to 

engage in deceptive behavior. He disguises himself as a Latin tutor named Cambio to 

gain access to Bianca and woo her. This deception is not malicious but rather a product 

of his love-struck nature and his desire to be near Bianca. Lucentio's actions also reflect 

the theme of deception, which is prevalent throughout the play, as characters often 

disguise themselves or manipulate others to achieve their goals.Despite his deceptive 

actions, Lucentiois portrayed as a likable character. He is charming, witty, and quick-

thinking, which adds to his appeal as a romantic hero. His relationship with Bianca is 

based on mutual affection, and he treats her with respect and adoration, further 

endearing him to the audience. Lucentio's character also serves to highlight the theme 

of social hierarchy. As a nobleman, he is of higher social status than many of the other 

characters in the play, such as Tranio and the Pedant, whom he enlists in his scheme 

to win Bianca. However, Lucentio's willingness to disguise himself and engage in 

deception suggests a willingness to challenge traditional social norms, particularly 

regarding class and status.In the final act of the play, Lucentio's character undergoes 

a transformation as he marries Bianca and assumes his rightful place as a member of 

the upper class. This resolution reinforces traditional social values, as Lucentio's 

deception is forgiven, and he is rewarded for his love and persistence.  
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In conclusion, Lucentio is a multifaceted character in "The Taming of the Shrew," 

embodying the qualities of a romantic hero while also engaging in deception and 

challenging social norms. His character is essential to the play's exploration of love, 

deception, and social hierarchy, and his transformation at the end of the play serves to 

reinforce the play's themes and values. 

 

TRANIO  

In "The Taming of the Shrew" by William Shakespeare, Tranio is a pivotal character 

whose role is essential to the story's development. Initially introduced as Lucentio's 

faithful servant, Tranio assumes his master's identity to aid Lucentio's romantic pursuit 

of Bianca. Tranio's character is multifaceted, portraying him as 

intelligent, resourceful, and loyal, all of which contribute to his compelling presence in 

the play.Tranio's intelligence and quick thinking are apparent from the outset. Upon 

learning of Lucentio's desire to court Bianca, Tranio devises a plan for Lucentio to 

disguise himself as a schoolteacher, enabling him to approach Bianca. This 

demonstrates Tranio's sharp wit and ability to craft elaborate schemes to achieve his 

objectives.Throughout the play, Tranio's resourcefulness is evident as he not only 

assists Lucentio in wooing Bianca but also takes charge in various situations, such as 

impersonating his master to negotiate with Baptista for Bianca's hand in marriage. 

Tranio's resourcefulness drives the plot forward and resolves conflicts, showcasing his 

adaptability and strategic thinking.Despite his deceptive actions, Tranio remains 

steadfastly loyal to Lucentio. His loyalty is demonstrated through his unwavering 

support for Lucentio's love for Bianca and his willingness to go to great lengths to help 

him succeed. This loyalty adds depth to Tranio's character, revealing that his deceitful 

behavior stems from a sense of duty and devotion to his master.Tranio also serves as 

a foil to other characters, particularly Petruchio. While Petruchio is bold and assertive, 

Tranio is more subtle and calculated in his approach.  
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This contrast emphasizes Tranio's cunning and intellect, making him a more nuanced 

character compared to others in the play.Overall, Tranio is a complex character in "The 

Taming of the Shrew" who enriches the narrative with his intelligence, resourcefulness, 

and loyalty. Through Tranio, Shakespeare explores themes of deception, loyalty, and 

the complexities of human nature, making him a memorable and impactful character in 

the play. 

 

GREMIO AND HORTENSIO  

In "The Taming of the Shrew," Shakespeare uses the characters of Gremio and 

Hortensio as foils to the main characters, particularly Petruchio and Lucentio, to explore 

various facets of courtship, love, and social status. Gremio, an elderly suitor, and 

Hortensio, a friend of Petruchio, both seek Bianca's hand in marriage, while Petruchio 

pursues Bianca's older, more challenging sister, Katherine. Through these characters, 

Shakespeare delves into themes of love, marriage, and societal norms. Gremiois 

portrayed as an elderly, wealthy suitor, embodying traditional courtship expectations of 

the time, where age and wealth often determined marriage arrangements. His pursuit 

of Bianca is driven more by the desire for a young, beautiful wife to elevate his status 

than by genuine love or compatibility. Shakespeare presents Gremio in a comical light, 

emphasizing his age and the absurdity of his pursuit of a much younger woman, 

highlighting the superficiality and materialism prevalent in courtship practices of the 

era.In contrast, Hortensio is a more nuanced character. Initially presented as another 

suitor for Bianca, he later disguises himself as a music teacher named Litio to court 

her. Hortensio's character underscores the theme of disguise and deception in love. 

While social expectations influence his pursuit of Bianca, there is also a genuine 

affection for her, although his willingness to deceive others raises questions about his 

sincerity and integrity.  
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Both Gremio and Hortensio contrast with Petruchio and Lucentio, showcasing different 

approaches to courtship and marriage. Petruchio's assertive pursuit of Katherine, 

marked by his attempts to "tame" her, stands in stark contrast to Gremio and 

Hortensio'smore passive approaches. Similarly, Lucentio's romantic pursuit of Bianca, 

involving deception and disguise, contrasts with Petruchio's directness. Gremio and 

Hortensio's characters in "The Taming of the Shrew" offer insight into the complexities 

of courtship, love, and marriage in Elizabethan society. They embody various aspects 

of courtship, from traditional and superficial to deceptive and romantic, serving as foils 

to the main characters and underscoring themes of love, marriage, and societal 

expectations. 

 

GRUMIO 

Grumio stands out as a memorable character in Shakespeare's "The Taming of the 

Shrew," celebrated for his wit, humor, and occasional clumsiness. As Petruchio's 

servant, he plays a crucial role in the play's comedic aspects and contrasts with his 

master's eccentricities. Grumio's character is multi-dimensional, showing traits of 

loyalty, cunning, and folly, all of which contribute to the overall humor of the play.Right 

from the start, Grumiois portrayed as a faithful and devoted servant to Petruchio. He 

promptly follows his master's orders, even when they seem outrageous. For instance, 

in Act 1, Scene 2, when Petruchio decides to marry Katharina, Grumio supports his 

choice despite knowing Katharina's reputation. Throughout the play, Grumio 

consistently supports Petruchio's attempts to tame Katharina, showing unwavering 

loyalty.However, Grumio's loyalty is often overshadowed by his foolishness and 

tendency to misunderstand situations. He frequently misinterprets Petruchio's 

intentions, leading to humorous confusion. For example, in Act 4, Scene 1, when 

Petruchio asks for meat, Grumio mistakenly brings him burnt meat, thinking it is what 

Petruchio wants.  
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This misunderstanding highlights Grumio's simple-mindedness and adds to the play's 

comedic tone.Despite his foolishness, Grumio displays a sharp wit and cleverness in 

his interactions with other characters. He engages in witty banter, especially with other 

servants like Curtis and Nathaniel, showcasing his quick thinking and clever wordplay. 

In Act 2, Scene 1, Grumio engages in a humorous exchange with Curtis, demonstrating 

his ability to think on his feet and respond cleverly.Grumio's character also serves as a 

contrast to other characters, particularly Petruchio. While Petruchiois focused on 

taming Katharina, Grumio represents the lighter, more comedic side of the play. His 

antics and misunderstandings provide comic relief amidst the play's more serious 

themes, such as marriage and gender roles.In summary, Grumio is a complex and 

entertaining character in "The Taming of the Shrew." His loyalty, foolishness, wit, and 

cunning all contribute to his role as a comedic foil to Petruchio, adding depth and humor 

to the play. Grumio's character reminds us of the play's lighthearted nature, even as it 

explores deeper themes, making him a vital and memorable part of the story. 

 

VINCENTIO  

Vincentio, a character in William Shakespeare's "The Taming of the Shrew," is a pivotal 

figure whose portrayal adds depth to the play's plot and themes. He is depicted as 

Lucentio's father and a respected member of Padua's social hierarchy. Vincentio's 

character is multifaceted, blending elements of authority, deception, and humor, all of 

which contribute to the play's comedic and thematic complexity.Vincentio serves as a 

contrast to other characters, particularly his son Lucentio. While Lucentio and his 

servant Tranio engage in deceptive tactics to woo Bianca, Vincentiois portrayed as 

honest and straightforward. His genuine concern for his son's well-being is evident 

when he arrives in Padua to investigate the situation, highlighting the play's theme of 

deception versus reality.Vincentio's character also explores the theme of authority and 

power.                                    
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As a father, he holds authority over Lucentio, but this authority is challenged by the 

deceitful actions of Lucentio and Tranio. Vincentio's shock upon discovering the 

impersonation adds to the theme of 

mistaken identity and the chaotic nature of the world created by the characters' 

actions.Despite the serious nature of his role, Vincentio's character also provides comic 

relief. His interactions, particularly with the pedant who impersonates him, are filled with 

humor. Vincentio's confusion and disbelief at the situation add to the play's comedic 

effect, showcasing Shakespeare's skill in blending humor with more serious themes.In 

summary, Vincentio's character in "The Taming of the Shrew" is complex and layered. 

He embodies authority and traditional values, but also serves as a vehicle to explore 

themes of deception, power, and humor. His role is integral to the play's development, 

contributing to its comedic and thematic richness. 
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CHAPTER 4   

THEMATIC ANALYSIS 

4.1 COMEDY OF MANNERS  

4.1.1 A MIDSUMMER NIGHTS DREAM 

In "A Midsummer Night's Dream," Shakespeare masterfully intertwines elements of 

comedy of manners with his characteristic comedic style, creating a rich tapestry that 

adds depth to the play's exploration of human folly and societal norms. While the formal 

genre of comedy of manners emerged during the Restoration period, Shakespeare's 

play, written much earlier, contains numerous elements that resonate with the comedic 

conventions and themes found in this genre.Comedy of manners typically satirizes the 

manners and affectations of a particular social class, often highlighting their trivial 

concerns and societal pretensions. In "A Midsummer Night's Dream," Shakespeare 

provides a vivid depiction of Athenian society, particularly focusing on the noble class, 

through the interactions of characters such as Theseus, Hippolyta, Hermia, and 

Helena. These characters exhibit traits and behaviors that align with the satirical 

portrayal often found in comedy of manners, such as superficiality, self-absorption, and 

an obsession with social status.The play's opening scenes, set in the court of Theseus, 

immediately establish the tone for the comedy of manners elements. Theseus, the 

Duke of Athens, represents the epitome of aristocratic authority and decorum. His 

impending marriage to Hippolyta, the Queen of the Amazons, is not just a personal 

affair but a social event of great significance, showcasing the importance placed on 

status and alliances in Athenian society.  

 

 

                                                            27 

 



           

The interactions between Theseus and his courtiers, as well as the discussions about 

the upcoming wedding, highlight the superficiality and formality that characterize the 

behavior of the nobility.The theme of love and romance further underscores the play's 

connection to comedy of manners. The romantic entanglements of the four young 

lovers—Hermia, Lysander, Helena, and Demetrius—reflect the satirical treatment of 

courtship and love prevalent in comedy of manners. The characters' irrational behavior, 

driven by misplaced affections and jealousy, serves as a commentary on the frivolous 

nature of romantic pursuits among the aristocracy.The subplot involving the group of 

amateur actors, led by the bumbling Bottom, adds another layer to the play's 

exploration of social behavior. The interactions among the rustic actors, as they prepare 

to perform a play for the Duke's wedding, highlight their lack of refinement and their 

comical misunderstandings of theatrical conventions. This subplot satirizes the 

pretensions of the theater and its practitioners, a common target of satire in comedy of 

manners.Shakespeare's use of language and wit further aligns "A Midsummer Night's 

Dream" with the comedic style of comedy of manners. The play is replete with puns, 

wordplay, and clever repartee, often used to highlight the characters' foibles and 

absurdities. The use of wit as a tool for social commentary is a hallmark of comedy of 

manners, and Shakespeare employs it masterfully to illuminate the absurdities of 

Athenian society.While "A Midsummer Night's Dream" predates the formal genre of 

comedy of manners, it contains many elements that resonate with this comedic style. 

Shakespeare's satirical portrayal of Athenian society, with its focus on social 

conventions, romantic entanglements, and use of language, aligns with the themes and 

conventions of comedy of manners. By blending these elements with his own unique 

comedic vision, Shakespeare creates a rich and multi-layered comedy that continues 

to entertain and resonate with audiences today. 
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4.1.2 TAMING OF THE SHREW 

"The Taming of the Shrew" by William Shakespeare stands as a seminal work in the 

genre of comedy of manners, a form that humorously critiques the behaviors and social 

norms of a specific societal group or class. This play is replete with instances that typify 

comedy of manners, showcasing the social dynamics and expectations of the 

Elizabethan era with wit and satire.At the forefront of these instances is Petruchio's 

endeavor to "tame" Katherine, the strong-willed and sharp-tongued protagonist. As a 

wealthy gentleman from Verona, Petruchio sets his sights on Katherine, seeking to 

marry her despite her reputation. His methods for "taming" her are outlandish and 

comical, reflecting the prevailing belief in male dominance and female submission 

during that period.Petruchio's actions are a mirror to the societal pressures on men to 

assert control over their wives. His extreme behaviors, like depriving Katherine of food 

and sleep, are exaggerated to the point of absurdity, shedding light on the 

unreasonable expectations placed on women in marriage. This facet of the play serves 

as a satirical commentary on the conventions of marriage and gender roles in 

Elizabethan society, exemplifying the essence of comedy of manners.Another 

illustrative example of comedy of manners in the play is the subplot involving Bianca, 

Katherine's younger sister. Bianca is pursued by numerous suitors, but her father, 

Baptista, stipulates that she cannot marry until Katherine is wed. This situation gives 

rise to a series of humorous misunderstandings and deceptions, as the suitors resort 

to disguises and subterfuge to vie for Bianca's affections.The interactions among the 

characters in "The Taming of the Shrew" also reflect the societal hierarchy and 

expectations of the time. The play is set in a patriarchal society where men hold sway, 

and women are expected to conform to their dictates. Through the character of 

Katherine, Shakespeare challenges these norms, presenting a woman who is strong-

willed and independent, refusing to conform to societal expectations. 
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 "The Taming of the Shrew" stands as a quintessential example of comedy of manners, 

employing humor and satire to critique the social norms and gender roles of 

Elizabethan society. Shakespeare's portrayal of the characters and their interactions 

offers a window into the cultural mores of the time , all while entertaining audiences 

with its clever dialogue and comedic situations. 

 

4.2 LITERARY DEVICES  

4.2.1 AMIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM 

In "A Midsummer Night's Dream," Shakespeare skillfully employs a variety of literary 

devices to enrich the play's comedic and fantastical aspects. These devices contribute 

to its whimsical atmosphere, its exploration of love and its absurdities, and its depiction 

of the clash between reason and irrationality. Here are some key literary devices used 

in the play 

Pun: Shakespeare uses puns throughout the play to create humor and wordplay. For 

instance, in Act 3, Scene 2, Bottom's confusion of "die" and "dye" leads to amusing 

misunderstandings. 

Metaphor Foreshadowing: The play is filled with metaphors, especially about love. 

For example, in Act 1, Scene 1, Helena describes love as a "painted maypole" and "a 

fire sparkling in lovers' eyes," emphasizing its beauty and intensity. 

Irony: Irony is a prominent device used to highlight the absurdity of situations. For 

instance, Puck mistakenly anoints Lysander's eyes instead of Demetrius's, leading to 

unintended consequences and confusion. 

Foreshadowing: Shakespeare employs foreshadowing to hint at future events, such 

as in Act 2, Scene 1, where Oberon mentions the "love-in-idleness" flower, 

foreshadowing its use in the love potion later in the play. 
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Oxymoron: Oxymoron or contradictory termsare used to create humor or provoke 

thought. In Act 3, Scene 2, Bottom's declaration, "reason and love keep little company 

together nowadays," highlights the play's theme of irrationality in love. 

Allusion: Shakespeare makes allusions to classical mythology and literature, adding 

depth and significance to the play. For example, Titania and Oberon are references to 

the queen and king of the fairies in medieval folklore. 

Symbolism: Various objects and creatures in the play are symbolic, such as the love 

potion symbolizing the irrationality of love, and the donkey's head symbolizing 

transformation and folly. 

Personification: Shakespeare personifies nature and elements like love, sleep, and 

time, giving them human-like qualities and enhancing the play's magical atmosphere. 

Rhyme: The play is written in verse, with many characters speaking in rhymed 

couplets. The use of rhyme adds to its lyrical quality and creates a sense of rhythm. 

Parallelism: Shakespeare uses parallelism to draw comparisons between characters 

and situations. For example, the romantic entanglements of the young lovers mirror the 

conflicts between Oberon and Titania. 

"A Midsummer Night's Dream" is a rich tapestry of literary devices, from puns and 

metaphors to irony and foreshadowing. Shakespeare's adept use of these devices 

enriches the play's comedic and fantastical elements, making it a timeless and 

captivating work of art. 

 

4.2.2 TAMING OF THE SHREW 

"The Taming of the Shrew," one of William Shakespeare's early comedies, is rich in 

literary devices that enhance its themes and characters. Shakespeare demonstrates 

his mastery of language and storytelling through clever wordplay, dramatic irony, and 

other devices. Here are some key literary devices found in the play: 
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Irony: Throughout the play, Shakespeare employs dramatic irony, particularly in the 

induction and main plot. The audience is aware of the deception played on Christopher 

Sly in the induction, creating a humorous contrast between Sly's perception and reality. 

In the main plot, the audience knows more about the characters' true intentions and 

feelings than the characters themselves, leading to comedic misunderstandings. 

Pun: Shakespeare uses puns, or wordplay, extensively in "The Taming of the Shrew." 

Characters often use puns to create humor, disguise their true feelings, or make clever 

remarks. For example, Petruchio's line, "I come to wive it wealthily in Padua; If wealthily, 

then happily in Padua," contains a pun on "wive it" (marry) and "wealthily." 

Foreshadowing: The play utilizes foreshadowing to hint at future events, especially in 

Bianca's subplot with her suitors. Bianca's behavior and the reactions of her suitors 

foreshadow the challenges Petruchio will face in taming Katharina. 

Metaphor: Shakespeare employs metaphors to deepen the characters' relationships. 

For instance, Petruchio describes Katharina as a "wild Kate" and himself as a falconer 

who will tame her, using the metaphor of falconry to illustrate his strategy of "taming" 

her. 

Allusion: "The Taming of the Shrew" includes various allusions to other works or 

events, enriching the text for audiences familiar with the references. For example, 

Petruchio compares taming Katharina to Hercules taming Cerberus, a reference to 

Greek mythology. 

Dramatic Dialogue: Shakespeare uses dialogue to create tension, reveal character 

traits, and advance the plot. The witty exchanges between characters, particularly 

between Petruchio and Katharina, showcase Shakespeare's skill in crafting 

entertaining and meaningful dialogue. 
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Satire: The play is often seen as a satire on societal expectations regarding women 

and marriage. Shakespeare uses satire to highlight the absurdity of certain societal 

norms, especially through Petruchio's unconventional methods of "taming" Katharina. 



           

Double Entendre: Shakespeare employs double entendre, or double meanings, to 

create humor and depth in the dialogue. For example, when Petruchio says, "I will be 

master of what is mine own," he may refer to both his possessions and his future wife, 

Katharina. 

Soliloquy: Characters often deliver soliloquies, revealing their inner thoughts and 

motivations. These soliloquies provide insight into the characters' true feelings, adding 

depth to their personalities. 

RhymedVerse: Shakespeare uses rhymed verse, especially in Petruchio and 

Katharina's dialogue, to create a rhythmic and musical quality. The use of rhyme adds 

to the play's comedic effect and highlights the playful nature of their relationship. 

 "The Taming of the Shrew" demonstrates Shakespeare's skill in using various literary 

devices to create a complex and engaging comedy. These devices enhance the play's 

themes and characters, making it a timeless work of literature. 

 

 

4.3 STYLE  

4.3.1 WRITING STYLES IN “A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM” 

"A Midsummer Night's Dream," one of Shakespeare's most cherished comedies, is 

celebrated for its captivating styles that enhance its enchanting and fantastical 

Atmosphere. Through a fusion of poetic language, vivid imagery, and theatrical 

techniques, Shakespeare crafts a universe where reality and fantasy merge, show 

casing a variety of styles that deepen the play's themes and characters. 
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Poetic Language: Shakespeare's use of poetic language is a standout feature of "A 

Midsummer Night's Dream." The play predominantly employs verse, with characters 

speaking in iambic pentameter and using expressive language. This poetic style adds 



           

layers to the characters' emotions and the play's themes, creating a magical and 

wondrous ambiance. 

Imagery: Throughout the play, Shakespeare uses vivid imagery to evoke the mystical 

world of the forest and the magical realm of the fairies. Images of moonlit nights, 

blooming flowers, and the wonders of nature abound, creating a dreamy atmosphere 

that amplifies the play's themes of love and transformation. 

Metaphor and Symbolism: "A Midsummer Night's Dream" is rich in metaphor and 

symbolism, particularly in its portrayal of love and desire. Characters often speak 

metaphorically, likening love to madness, dreams, and illusions. These metaphors add 

depth to the play's exploration of love and the complexities of human relationships. 

Irony and Satire: Despite its whimsical and romantic elements, "A Midsummer Night's 

Dream" also features irony and satire. Shakespeare uses these devices to mock the 

conventions of courtly love and to highlight the absurdity of human behavior, especially 

in the interactions between the common characters and the nobility. 

Dramatic Contrasts: The play is characterized by dramatic contrasts, both in its setting 

and its characters. The contrast between the magical forest and the ordinary world of 

Athens creates a sense of duality that underscores the play's themes of reality and 

illusion. Similarly, the contrast between the noble lovers and the clumsy mechanicals 

adds a comedic touch to the play. 

Theatrical Devices: Shakespeare employs various theatrical techniques in "A 

Midsummer Night's Dream" to enhance its comedic and fantastical elements.  
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These include the use of disguise, mistaken identity, and dramatic irony, all of which 

contribute to the play's light-hearted and magical ambiance."A Midsummer Night's 

Dream" showcases a variety of styles that contribute to its enduring popularity and 

charm. Through its poetic language, vivid imagery, and theatrical techniques, 

Shakespeare creates a world that is both enchanting and thought-provoking, making it 

a timeless masterpiece of English literature. 



           

 

4.3.2 WRITING STYLES IN “TAMING OF THE SHREW” 

"The Taming of the Shrew," one of William Shakespeare's early comedies, is a play 

that demonstrates a variety of styles, which contribute to its unique character and 

comedic charm. These styles are apparent in the language, structure, and themes of 

the play. Here are some of the key styles found in "The Taming of the Shrew": 

Language and Dialogue Styles: The play's language is marked by its cleverness, 

wordplay, and use of puns. Shakespeare's characters engage in lively and often 

humorous dialogue, showcasing the playwright's talent in creating entertaining banter. 

The dialogue also reflects the social norms and customs of the time, adding depth to 

the characters and the play's themes. 

Structural Styles: "The Taming of the Shrew" is a play within a play, as it begins with 

a framing device involving a nobleman, Christopher Sly, who is deceived into thinking 

he is a lord. This structural approach sets the stage for the main plot involving Petruchio 

and Katharina, adding layers of complexity to the story. 

Comic Styles: As a comedy, "The Taming of the Shrew" employs various comic styles, 

including farce, satire, and slapstick. The play's humor often arises from the characters' 

misunderstandings, disguises, and exaggerated behaviors, contributing to its light-

hearted and comedic tone. 
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Social and Cultural Styles: The play reflects the social and cultural norms of 

Elizabethan England, particularly concerning gender roles and marriage. The portrayal 

of Petruchio's attempts to "tame" Katharina and the societal expectations placed on 

women offer insights into the attitudes of the time, albeit presented in a comedic 

manner. 



           

Romantic Styles: Despite its comedic elements, "The Taming of the Shrew" also 

explores romantic themes. The relationship between Petruchio and Katharina evolves 

from one of conflict and resistance to one of mutual understanding and affection, 

showcasing Shakespeare's ability to blend comedy with romance. 

Satirical Styles: The play includes elements of satire, especially in its depiction of 

Petruchio's unorthodox methods of "taming" Katharina. Through satire, Shakespeare 

criticizes the societal norms and expectations surrounding marriage and gender roles, 

adding a layer of social commentary to the narrative. 

Dramatic Styles: While primarily a comedy, "The Taming of the Shrew" also features 

dramatic elements, particularly in its exploration of the characters' emotions and 

relationships. The play's more serious moments, such as Katharina's final speech, add 

depth and complexity to its overall tone. 

 "The Taming of the Shrew" showcases a variety of styles that contribute to its status 

as a classic Shakespearean comedy. From its witty dialogue to its structural complexity 

and thematic richness, the play demonstrates Shakespeare's skill in blending different 

styles to create a captivating and enjoyable work. 
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4.4 HUMOR AND WIT IN SHAKESPEARE’S PLAY “A MIDSUMMER 

NIGHT’S DREAM” 

Shakespeare deftly employs humor and wit in "A Midsummer Night's Dream," utilizing 

various techniques to craft a comedic and engaging atmosphere. This romantic 

comedy, penned in the late 16th century, delves into the intricacies of love and reality 

through a series of whimsical and fantastical events. Let's explore how Shakespeare 



           

uses humor and wit in this play to captivate his audience and enrich its themes.Central 

to the play's humor is the use of irony and wordplay. Shakespeare adeptly plays with 

language throughout the work, employing puns, double entendres, and clever wordplay 

to create humorous situations and dialogues. For instance, in Act 1, Scene 1, when 

Theseus remarks, "The lunatic, the lover, and the poet / Are of imagination all compact," 

he cleverly links imagination with the behaviors of these archetypes, underscoring the 

whimsical nature of love and the human psyche.Another facet of humor in the play is 

the incorporation of physical comedy and slapstick, notably evident in the antics of the 

amateur actors, or mechanicals, preparing a play for the Duke's wedding. Bottom, in 

particular, serves as a source of physical comedy, especially when his head is 

transformed into that of an ass. This transformation leads to comical misunderstandings 

and chaotic interactions with other characters, adding a light-hearted and farcical 

element to the narrative.Shakespeare also employs situational irony to create humor in 

"A Midsummer Night's Dream." The play abounds with misunderstandings and 

mistaken identities, resulting in comedic situations. For example, when Puck mistakenly 

applies the love potion to Lysander instead of Demetrius, it triggers a series of events 

that cause both men to fall in love with Helena, much to her bewilderment. This irony 

adds depth to the comedy, as the characters' misunderstandings reveal truths about 

their own desires and motivations. Additionally, Shakespeare uses wit to comment on 

the nature of love and desire. Characters like Puck deliver witty and mischievous 

monologues that reflect on the unpredictable and irrational aspects of love.  
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In Act 3, Scene 2, Puck muses, "Lord, what fools these mortals be!" emphasizing the 

folly of those who succumb to love and the capriciousness of desire. Shakespeare 

employs a range of techniques to infuse "A Midsummer Night's Dream" with humor and 

wit. Through wordplay, physical comedy, situational irony, and clever dialogue, 

Shakespeare not only entertains his audience but also explores profound themes of 

love, desire, and the human experience. 

 



           

4.5 HUMOR AND WIT IN SHAKESPEARE’S PLAY “TAMING OF THE 

SHREW” 

Shakespeare's "The Taming of the Shrew" is celebrated for its sharp wit and humor, 

which play vital roles in developing characters and exploring themes. The play's humor 

and wit primarily derive from its intricate language, clever wordplay, and the use of 

comedic devices like irony, satire, and farce. Let's explore how Shakespeare employs 

humor and wit throughout the play. A significant source of humor in "The Taming of the 

Shrew" is the character of Petruchio. His exaggerated behavior and unconventional 

methods of "taming" Katharina provide many comedic moments. Petruchio's witty 

banter and manipulation of language enhance his character's comedic appeal. For 

instance, in Act 2, Scene 1, Petruchio twists Katharina's words to imply she agreed to 

marry him, showcasing his wit and cleverness. Additionally, the play's structure adds 

to its humor. The framing device of the play within a play, where a nobleman convinces 

a drunken tinker that he is a lord, adds a layer of farcical humor. This subplot 

underscores the theme of appearance versus reality, a common motif in 

Shakespearean comedies. Another source of humor is the subplot involving Bianca 

and her suitors. The disguises and deceptions used by Lucentio and Hortensio to court 

Bianca lead to comical misunderstandings and mistaken identities, classic elements of 

Shakespearean comedy. Furthermore, Shakespeare's use of language and wordplay 

enriches the humor in "The Taming of the Shrew."  
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The characters' witty repartee and clever wordplay, often in the form of puns and double 

entendres, create a vibrant and engaging dialogue that captivates the audience. 

Shakespeare's "The Taming of the Shrew" exemplifies how humor and wit can deepen 

characters, explore themes, and enhance the overall entertainment of a play. Through 

clever wordplay, exaggerated characters, and comedic devices, Shakespeare crafts a 

comedic masterpiece that continues to entertain audiences. 
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CHAPTER 5 

EXPLORING THEMES OF CONFLICT, COMEDY AND RESOLUTION  

5.1 DARK CONFLICTS OF MIDSUMMER NIGHTS DREAM 

Shakespeare's "A Midsummer Night's Dream" is celebrated for its whimsical depiction 

of love, magic, and the supernatural. Yet, beneath its veneer of light-hearted comedy 



           

lies a tapestry of darker conflicts and themes that add depth and complexity to the 

narrative. These elements often revolve around power dynamics, control, and the 

volatile nature of human emotions, contributing to the play's richness and resonance. 

Power Dynamics: The play's central conflicts often center on power dynamics, 

especially within romantic relationships. Characters frequently vie for control over their 

destinies and those of others, leading to misunderstandings, manipulations, and 

conflicts. 

Hermiaand Lysander vs. Egeus and Theseus: The conflict between Hermia and her 

father, Egeus, highlights the power dynamics within familial relationships. Egeus 

asserts his authority over Hermia, demanding she marry Demetrius or face dire 

consequences, showcasing themes of parental control and personal autonomy. 

Titania and Oberon: The relationship between Titania and Oberon, the fairy king and 

queen, is fraught with power struggles. Oberon uses his magic to manipulate Titania, 

causing her to fall in love with Bottom, a mortal transformed into an ass, revealing the 

darker aspects of love and desire. 

The Nature of Love: While love is a central theme, Shakespeare presents a complex 

and sometimes darker view of this emotion. The play explores love's irrationality and 

unpredictability, illustrating how it can lead to jealousy, obsession, and heartache. 

Demetrius and Helena: Their relationship exemplifies love's darker aspects, as 

Demetrius is initially in love with Hermia but is later enchanted to love Helena.  
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This unrequited love causes Helena much pain, highlighting love's fickle and 

sometimes cruel nature. 

Titania and Bottom:Titania's enchantment by Oberon, causing her to love Bottom, 

serves as a darkly comedic subplot. It illustrates the absurdity and capriciousness of 

love, demonstrating how it can blind us to reality. 



           

The Fragility of Identity: The play explores the fragility of identity and the 

transformative power of love and magic, blurring the lines between reality and illusion. 

Bottom and the Ass's Head: Bottom's transformation into an ass serves as a 

metaphor for the fleeting nature of identity. His physical change reflects the internal 

transformations experienced by characters, highlighting how love and desire can alter 

our perceptions. 

The Conflict between Reality and Illusion: Shakespeare blurs the lines between 

reality and illusion, creating a dreamlike atmosphere where nothing is as it seems, 

especially in the interactions between the human and fairy worlds. 

The Dream vs. Reality: The characters' experiences challenge their perceptions of 

reality, forcing them to confront the illusions they have created for themselves. 

The Absurdity of Human Behavior: Throughout the play, Shakespeare highlights the 

absurdity of human behavior, particularly in love and desire, where characters act 

irrationally, driven by their emotions and desires, leading to comical and sometimes 

tragic consequences. 

"A Midsummer Night's Dream" delves into dark conflicts and themes, offering a 

nuanced exploration of love, power, and identity. Through complex characters and 

intricate relationships, Shakespeare invites us to ponder the darker aspects of human 

nature, reminding us that even in comedy, there is a shadow of darkness. 
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5.2 DARK CONFLICTS OF TAMING OF THE SHREW 

 

William Shakespeare's The Taming of the Shrew is a multifaceted comedy that delves 

into profound themes of gender roles, power dynamics, and societal expectations. 

Beneath its comedic exterior, the play confronts darker conflicts that are essential to its 



           

exploration of relationships and societal norms. This essay will analyze the play's 

deeper conflicts, focusing on its characters, plot, and underlying themes to reveal its 

intricate portrayal of human nature and society. 

Context and Background 

Set in the patriarchal society of the late 16th century, The Taming of the Shrew unfolds 

in a world where women are expected to be obedient and subservient to men. The 

narrative revolves around the courtship of Katherine, a strong-willed woman often 

labeled as a "shrew," by Petruchio, a suitor who aims to "tame" her and mold her into 

a compliant wife. The play's contentious themes have sparked extensive debate, with 

interpretations ranging from a farcical comedy to a profound commentary on gender 

and power dynamics. 

Katherine and Petruchio: A Complex Relationship 

Central to the play is the tumultuous relationship between Katherine and Petruchio. 

Katherine is depicted as a fiercely independent woman who defies the societal norms 

of her time. Her outspoken nature and strong opinions set her apart from the conforming 

women of her community. In contrast, Petruchiois portrayed as a manipulative and 

domineering figure who seeks to assert his dominance over Katherine. 
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Their relationship is characterized by a power struggle, with Petruchio employing 

various tactics to assert control over Katherine. He deprives her of basic needs such 

as food and sleep, employs gaslighting techniques, and uses psychological 

manipulation to break her spirit. These actions raise profound questions about the 

nature of love, power, and control within relationships. 

Gender Roles and Societal Expectations 



           

The Taming of the Shrew also delves into the theme of gender roles and societal 

expectations. The play portrays marriage as a transactional relationship in which 

women are expected to be obedient and subservient to their husbands. Katherine's 

transformation from a defiant "shrew" to a submissive wife highlights the erasure of her 

identity and agency in the face of societal pressure. 

The play further explores these themes through the character of Bianca, Katherine's 

younger sister, who embodies the traditional ideals of femininity. Bianca's passive and 

compliant nature serves as a stark contrast to Katherine's rebelliousness, underscoring 

the limited roles available to women in Shakespeare's society.The Taming of the Shrew 

is a play that navigates complex and dark themes beneath its comedic veneer. Through 

its exploration of gender roles, power dynamics, and societal expectations, the play 

prompts audiences to reflect on the nature of relationships and the constraints of 

societal norms. Despite its controversial themes, the play remains a compelling and 

thought-provoking work that continues to resonate with audiences, challenging them to 

reconsider their perspectives on love, power, and gender. 
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5.3 COMICAL TREATMENT OF THE PLAY“A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S 

DREAM” 

The comedic elements in "A Midsummer Night's Dream" are prevalent throughout the 

play, appearing in various forms and scenarios. Here are several key aspects: 

Character Confusion: One of the primary sources of humor in the play arises from the 

mix-ups and confusion among the characters. The love potion causes Lysander and 



           

Demetrius to both pursue Helena instead of Hermia, leading to humorous 

misunderstandings and conflicts. 

Bottom and the Mechanicals: The subplot involving Bottom and the other "rude 

mechanicals" who are preparing to stage a play adds a layer of comedy. Bottom's 

transformation into a donkey by Puck, and the reactions of the other characters to this 

transformation, provide ample opportunity for physical and situational humor. 

Fairy Mischief: The antics of the fairies, particularly Puck, contribute significantly to 

the play's humor. Puck's mischievous nature and his tendency to create chaos and 

confusion add a playful element to the story. 

Pyramus and Thisbe Play: The performance of "Pyramus and Thisbe" by the 

mechanicals is a parody of tragic love stories. The exaggerated and melodramatic 

acting by the amateur actors creates a humorous contrast to the main plot. 

Language and Wordplay: Shakespeare's use of puns, wordplay, and witty dialogue 

throughout the play adds to its comedic effect. Characters like Bottom and Puck often 

engage in playful and humorous exchanges.The comical treatment in "A Midsummer 

Night's Dream" is integral to its whimsical and enchanting nature, making it a classic 

example of Shakespearean comedy.William Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's 

Dream is celebrated for its comical treatment, which is a fundamental element 

contributing to the play's enduring popularity and critical acclaim.  
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This comedic essence is intricately interwoven into the play, blending various elements 

such as farce, irony, wordplay, and satire to create a masterpiece that captivates 

audiences and critics alike. In this comprehensive analysis, we will delve into the myriad 

comedic elements and devices employed by Shakespeare, examine the role of humor 

in the play's thematic development, and explore the profound impact of the comical 

treatment on the overall interpretation of A Midsummer Night's Dream.Central to the 

comical treatment in A Midsummer Night's Dream is the theme of mistaken identity and 



           

misunderstandings, which play a pivotal role in propelling the comedic action forward. 

These themes are introduced from the very beginning, as the play opens with the 

impending marriage of Theseus, the Duke of Athens, and Hippolyta, the Queen of the 

Amazons. The initial confusion arises when Egeus, a nobleman, seeks the Duke's 

intervention to compel his daughter Hermia to marry Demetrius, a suitor she does not 

love, instead of her true love, Lysander. The ensuing complications involve the 

misapplication of a love potion, resulting in various characters falling in love with the 

wrong person. Additionally, the mischievous fairy Puck further complicates matters by 

causing chaos and confusion among the mortals, leading to a series of humorous and 

absurd situations.Another significant aspect of the comical treatment in A Midsummer 

Night's Dream is the abundant use of humor and wit, which Shakespeare employs to 

create a light-hearted and entertaining atmosphere throughout the play. The dialogue 

is filled with witty repartee, clever wordplay, and humorous situations that not only 

engage the audience but also serve to highlight the absurdity of human behavior. For 

instance, the interactions between the group of amateur actors known as the 

Mechanicals provide a source of comic relief, showcasing the folly and ineptitude of 

these characters as they attempt to stage a play.  

 

 

 

 45 

Similarly, the playful banter between the fairies, particularly Oberon and Titania, adds 

a whimsical element to the play andemphasizes the magical and fantastical nature of 

the world Shakespeare has created.Moreover, the comical treatment in A Midsummer 

Night's Dream serves a deeper thematic purpose, extending beyond mere 

entertainment to explore profound aspects of human nature and relationships. The play 

delves into the transformative power of love and the irrationality of human emotions, 

highlighting the capricious nature of desire and the folly of attempting to control or 

manipulate it. Through the various romantic entanglements and misadventures of the 



           

characters, Shakespeare invites the audience to reflect on the complexities of love and 

the absurdity of human behavior when under its spell. The comical treatment in A 

Midsummer Night's Dream is a testament to Shakespeare's unparalleled skill as a 

playwright, showcasing his ability to blend humor, wit, and satire to create a rich and 

entertaining tapestry of characters and situations. The play's exploration of mistaken 

identity, misunderstandings, humor, and wit not only provides ample opportunities for 

laughter but also offers profound insights into the human condition and the nature of 

love. Through its comical treatment, A Midsummer Night's Dream continues to enchant 

audiences and remind us of the enduring power of Shakespeare's genius. 

 

5.4 COMICAL TREATMENT OF THE PLAY“TAMING OF THE SHREW” 

In 'The Taming of the Shrew,' humor is woven into various scenes and elements, 

contributing to its comedic treatment. Here are key instances: 

Petruchio’s Unconventional Courtship: Petruchio's attempts to woo Katherine are 

humorous, employing unconventional tactics like arriving late to their wedding and 

wearing eccentric outfits. His witty exchanges with Katherine and others enhance the 

comedic effect. 

                                                                    46 

The Induction: The play begins with a lord's prank on Christopher Sly, leading Sly to 

believe he is a nobleman. This framing device establishes a playful tone, with Sly's 

interactions with the lord providing comedic moments. 

Witty Banter: Throughout the play, characters engage in witty dialogue and verbal 

sparring, especially between Katherine and Petruchio. Their exchanges are clever and 

sharp, adding to the overall comedic atmosphere. 

Physical Comedy: Several scenes involve physical comedy, such as Petruchio and 

Katherine's initial meeting, which includes a physical altercation. Petruchio's 



           

unconventional methods of "taming" Katherine, like depriving her of basic needs, are 

also played for comedic effect. 

The Play within a Play: In the final act, a troupe of actors performs a play mirroring 

the main plot. This meta-theatrical device adds humor, as the characters' reactions to 

the play within a play highlight the absurdity of their own situations.In 'The Taming of 

the Shrew,' humor is pervasive, arising from the characters' interactions, the play's 

structure, and its themes, creating a richly comedic work that continues to entertain 

audiences.Shakespeare's 'The Taming of the Shrew' is a play that has intrigued and 

incited debate since its inception. It blends elements of farce, satire, and romance to 

present a complex exploration of gender roles, power dynamics, and societal 

expectations. This essay will explore the comical treatment of these themes in the play, 

focusing on how Shakespeare uses humor to illuminate deeper social issues. 

Establishing the Play's Comic Tone The play opens with a framing device called the 

induction, where a nobleman plays a trick on a drunken tinker, convincing him that he 

is a lord. This humorous setup immediately sets the tone for the rest of the play, 

establishing a sense of playfulness and theatricality that underpins the comedic 

elements to come. The absurdity of the situation, with a lowly tinker being treated as a 

nobleman, creates a humorous contrast that resonates throughout the play. 
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Characterization: Exaggeration and Complexity Central to the comedy of 'The Taming 

of the Shrew' is its exaggerated characterization. Kate, the "shrew" of the title, is 

depicted as a fiercely independent and outspoken woman who defies traditional gender 

norms. Petruchio, her suitor, is portrayed as a bold and unconventional man who is 

determined to "tame" her. Their interactions are marked by sharp wit, physical comedy, 

and a battle of wills that drives much of the play's humor.Gender Roles and Power 

Dynamics While the play's treatment of gender roles has been a point of contention, it 

can also be seen as a reflection of the societal norms of Shakespeare's time. Kate's 

transformation from a strong-willed woman to a submissive wife has been interpreted 



           

in various ways, with some viewing it as a critique of the patriarchal society of the time 

and others seeing it as a more nuanced exploration of power dynamics within 

relationships. Petruchio's methods of "taming" Kate, including depriving her of food and 

sleep, can be read as a satirical commentary on the ways in which men seek to control 

and dominate women.Humor and Social Commentary .The play's humor is often used 

to highlight deeper social issues. For example, Petruchio's behavior can be seen as a 

critique of the expectations placed on men to assert their dominance in relationships. 

Similarly, Kate's transformation can be viewed as a commentary on the pressures 

women face to conform to societal expectations. The play's use of humor allows 

Shakespeare to explore these complex issues in a way that is both entertaining and 

thought-provoking.'The Taming of the Shrew' is a play that uses comedy to explore 

serious social issues. Through its exaggerated characters, witty dialogue, and satirical 

commentary, Shakespeare creates a nuanced portrayal of gender roles and power 

dynamics that continues to resonate with audiences today. While the play's treatment 

of these issues may be controversial, its enduring popularity speaks to its status as a 

timeless classic of comedic literature. 
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It delves into the comical treatment of gender roles and relationships in 'The Taming of 

the Shrew,' exploring how Shakespeare uses humor to address serious social issues. 

It examines the play's use of characterization, gender roles, and power dynamics to 

create a complex and thought-provoking comedy that continues to be relevant today. 

 

5.5 MISTAKEN IDENTITIES AND MISUNDERSTANDINGS IN THE 

PLAY “A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM” 

 



           

 Shakespeare's 'A Midsummer Night's Dream' is celebrated for its complex network of 

mistaken identities and misunderstandings, which form the backbone of the play's 

comedic and chaotic essence. These elements are pivotal to the storyline, highlighting 

the capricious and illogical nature of love and human behavior.A key instance of 

mistaken identity revolves around Puck, also known as Robin Goodfellow, a 

mischievous fairy whose inadvertent use of a love potion sparks confusion. Puck 

mistakenly applies the potion to Lysander's eyes instead of Demetrius's, triggering a 

series of misunderstandings and comedic scenarios. This 

Mistake initiates a sequence of events that culminate in the characters waking up in the 

forest with their feelings misdirected. 

Another significant example is the confusion surrounding the identities of the four 

lovers: Hermia, Helena, Lysander, and Demetrius. These characters become ensnared 

in a convoluted web of misdirected affections due to Puck's meddling, leading to 

amusing confrontations and misunderstandings. 
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 For instance, both Lysander and Demetrius end up falling for Helena, despite their 

previous love for Hermia, resulting in a complex romantic entanglement.Additionally, 

the play features the subplot of the 'rude mechanicals,' a group of amateur actors who 

unwittingly become entangled in the affairs of the fairy world. Bottom, a member of this 

group, undergoes a literal transformation when Puck gives him the head of a donkey. 

This transformation leads to further confusion and mistaken identities, particularly in his 

interactions with Titania, the queen of the fairies, who falls in love with him under the 

potion's influence.The theme of mistaken identities and misunderstandings serves 

several purposes in 'A Midsummer Night's Dream.' It underscores the theme of 

perception versus reality, illustrating how easily perceptions can be distorted or 

misunderstood, particularly in matters of love. Additionally, these elements contribute 



           

significantly to the play's comedic tone, offering ample opportunities for physical humor, 

wordplay, and situational comedy. Mistaken identities and misunderstandings play a 

pivotal role in shaping the narrative and thematic depth of 'A Midsummer Night's 

Dream,' adding richness and intricacy to the play's exploration of love, desire, and 

human fallibility. 

 

5.6 MISTAKEN IDENTITIES AND MISUNDERSTANDINGS IN THE 

PLAY “TAMING OF THE SHREW” 

 

Mistaken identities and misunderstandings play crucial roles in Shakespeare's 'The 

Taming of the Shrew,' shaping much of its comedic action and character interactions. 

Set in Padua, Italy, the play focuses on the courtship of Petruchio and Katherina whose 

turbulent relationship is punctuated by various instances of confusion and 

misinterpretation. These elements allow Shakespeare to delve into themes such as 

love, marriage, gender roles, and societal norms. 
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The play opens with a notable case of mistaken identity in the induction, where 

Christopher Sly, a drunken tinker, is tricked into believing he is a nobleman. This 

framing device sets the stage for the broader theme of deception and the malleability 

of identity.In the main plot, the theme of mistaken identity is further developed through 

Lucentio, who disguises himself as the tutor Cambio to woo Bianca, Katherina's 

younger sister. This ruse leads to a series of misunderstandings, as Lucentio'strue 

identity is hidden from Bianca's father, Baptista, and other characters. Similarly, 

Lucentio's servant, Tranio, assumes his master's identity, adding layers of complexity 

to the narrative.Hortensio also employs a disguise, presenting himself as a music tutor 

named Licio in an attempt to court Bianca. However, his efforts are in vain, as Bianca 

ultimately chooses Lucentio, exposing the superficiality of his intentions.Beyond 

mistaken identities, the play explores misunderstandings in relationships. Petruchio's 



           

unconventional methods in "taming" Katherina lead to initial conflicts and 

misunderstandings between the couple. However, their relationship evolves, revealing 

a deeper understanding and connection.The exploration of gender roles and societal 

expectations further contributes to the theme of misunderstandings. Katherina is often 

misunderstood by other characters, who perceive her as difficult and uncontrollable. 

Petruchio's unorthodox approach challenges these perceptions, highlighting the 

complexities of gender dynamics in the play. Mistaken identities and 

misunderstandings are essential to the comedic elements of 'The Taming of the Shrew,' 

driving its plot and character development. Through these themes, Shakespeare delves 

into the complexities of love, marriage, and societal norms, creating a rich and 

multifaceted portrayal of relationships and identity. 
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5.7 SATIRE AND SOCIAL COMMENTARY IN SHAKESPEARE’S PLAY 

“A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S   DREAM” 

 

Satire and social commentary are prevalent in Shakespeare's plays, "A Midsummer 

Night's Dream" included. While the play primarily explores themes of love and magic, 

it also incorporates elements of satire to critique societal norms and values of 

Shakespeare's era.In "A Midsummer Night's Dream," Shakespeare employs satire to 

humorously criticize various aspects of society, such as love, gender roles, and class 

distinctions. For instance, the love potion that causes characters to fall in and out of 

love highlights the irrationality and unpredictability of love, satirizing its effects on 

human behavior. Additionally, the play satirizes the restrictive nature of Elizabethan 



           

courtship rituals through Hermia's forced marriage to Demetrius, highlighting the 

oppressive expectations placed on individuals in matters of love.Gender roles and 

expectations are also satirized in the play. Helena's willingness to degrade herself for 

Demetrius's affection mocks the submissive behavior expected of women at the time. 

Similarly, Bottom's transformation into an ass satirizes notions of masculinity and male 

vanity, portraying him as a figure of ridicule and comedy.Class distinctions are another 

target of Shakespeare's satire in "A Midsummer Night's Dream." Characters from 

different social classes, such as the nobles, craftsmen, and fairies, are used to satirize 

the social hierarchy and notions of social superiority. The portrayal of the craftsmen's 

clumsy attempts toper form for the nobles serves as a satirical commentary on the 

lower classes' aspirations to emulate the manners of the upper classes. "A Midsummer 

Night's Dream" uses satire and social commentary to critique the societal norms of 

Shakespeare's time. Through its exploration of love, gender roles, and class 

distinctions, the play offers a satirical commentary on human behavior and societal 

expectations. Shakespeare's use of satire adds depth and complexity to the play, 

making it a timeless work that continues to resonate with audiences today. 
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 5.8 SATIRE AND SOCIAL COMMENTARY IN SHAKESPEARE’S PLAY 

“TAMING OF THE SHREW” 

Shakespeare's "The Taming of the Shrew" has long been a subject of debate, 

particularly regarding its portrayal of gender roles and relationships. The play employs 

satire and social commentary to critique the societal norms of Shakespeare's era, 

particularly in terms of gender, marriage, and class. Gender roles are a central theme 

in the play, depicting a patriarchal society where women are expected to be subservient 

to men. Petruchio's attempts to "tame" Katherine, his strong-willed wife, reflect the 

societal expectation of women's obedience. Shakespeare satirizes these gender roles, 

showing the absurdity of women being forced to conform to such expectations, as seen 

in Katherine's final speech about wives' duty to obey their husbands. Marriage is also 



           

satirized in the play, portraying it as a transactional relationship where women are 

treated as commodities. This is evident in Bianca's storyline, where suitors are more 

interested in her dowry than in her as a person. Petruchio's initial motivation for 

marrying Katherine, driven by the dowry he would receive, further highlights the satire 

of this view of marriage. Class differences are explored through the relationship 

between Petruchio and Katherine, with Petruchio representing the upper class and 

Katherine the lower class. Petruchio uses his wealth and status to assert dominance 

over Katherine, emphasizing the disparity between the classes. Shakespeare uses this 

to comment on the treatment of different social classes in society. In conclusion, "The 

Taming of the Shrew" uses satire and social commentary to criticize the societal norms 

of Shakespeare's time. Through its portrayal of gender roles, marriage, and class, the 

play highlights the absurdity and injustice of these norms, sparking ongoing discussion 

and debate about these issues. 
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5.9 RESOLUTION AND RECONCILIATION 

5.9.1 RESOLUTION OF THE PLAY “MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM” 

The resolution of "A Midsummer Night's Dream" brings together the numerous conflicts 

and misunderstandings that have unfolded, culminating in a harmonious and joyous 

conclusion. At its core, the resolution revolves around the three main couples: Hermia 

and Lysander, Helena and Demetrius, and Theseus and Hippolyta.A key element of 

the resolution is the unraveling of the romantic entanglements. Following much 

confusion and manipulation by the fairies, the love potion's effects are reversed, 

reuniting the couples with their rightful partners. Demetrius, originally in love with 

Hermia but enchanted to love Helena, has the spell lifted, returning to his love for 

Hermia. Similarly, Lysander is freed from the spell, rekindling his romance with Hermia 

and restoring the couples' initial balance.Another crucial aspect is the reconciliation of 



           

the fairy king and queen, Oberon and Titania. Their dispute over the changeling boy is 

settled, and they reconcile, bringing harmony back to the fairy realm. This reconciliation 

parallels the mortal characters' reconciliations, emphasizing the triumph of love and 

harmony over discord.Additionally, the resolution includes the resolution of the 

mechanicals' play. Despite their amateurish performance and ensuing comedic 

misunderstandings, the mechanicals' play is eventually staged at Theseus and 

Hippolyta's wedding feast. This adds a layer of humor and joviality to the resolution, 

enhancing the festive mood of the play's conclusion. The resolution of "A Midsummer 

Night's Dream" is marked by the resolution of romantic entanglements, the 

reconciliation of conflicting parties, and a celebration of love and harmony. It neatly ties 

up the play's various plotlines, leaving the audience with a feeling of joy and 

contentment. 
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5.9.2 RECONCILIATION OF THE PLAY “MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM” 

Reconciliation is a central theme in "A Midsummer Night's Dream," as the play 

concludes with multiple instances of characters resolving conflicts and restoring 

harmony. These reconciliations underscore the transformative nature of love and the 

importance of resolving misunderstandings.The reconciliation between Hermia and 

Helena is pivotal, symbolizing the play's overarching theme of love's ability to mend 

relationships. Their friendship is restored when Puck's enchantments are lifted, and 

they forgive each other for past grievances.Similarly, the reconciliation between 

Demetrius and Helena highlights the transformative power of love. Initially in love with 

Hermia, Demetrius mistreats Helena. However, after being affected by a love potion, 

Demetrius's feelings change, leading to their reconciliation and eventual marriage.The 

reunion of Titania and Oberon, the fairy king and queen, is significant as it restores 



           

balance to the natural world. Their quarrel over a changeling boy is resolved when 

Oberon uses an antidote to a love potion on Titania, reuniting them in love and 

harmony.Even the reconciliation between the Mechanicals, a group of amateur actors, 

and Theseus, the ruler of Athens, is meaningful. Initially dismissive of their abilities, 

Theseus eventually respects them, allowing them to perform for his wedding 

celebrations."A Midsummer Night's Dream" portrays reconciliation as a transformative 

force driven by love, highlighting the importance of forgiveness and understanding in 

relationships 

 

 

4.9.3 RESOLUTION OF THE PLAY “TAMING OF THE SHREW” 

The resolution of "The Taming of the Shrew" revolves around Katherine's 

transformation and her reconciliation with Petruchio. Katherine, initially portrayed as 

headstrong and rebellious, undergoes a change through Petruchio's unconventional 

methods, culminating in her speech about wifely submission.  

                                                               55 

This resolution has sparked debates about gender roles and societal expectations. 

Katherine's Transformation: Throughout the play, Katherine's character is depicted as 

challenging societal norms. Petruchio's attempts to "Tame" her lead to a 

transformation, evident in her final speech where she praises the virtues of being a 

submissive Wife, suggesting a new found acceptance of her role. Reconciliation with 

Petruchio: The resolution also includes the reconciliation between Katherine and 

Petruchio. Despite their tumultuous relationship, Petruchio's dominance and 

Katherine's submission result in a harmonious ending, with Katherine seemingly 

content in her new role. Bianca and Lucentio's Marriage: Additionally, the play 

concludes with the marriage of Bianca, Katherine's younger sister, and Lucentio, 

providing a contrast to Katherine and Petruchio's relationship. Their love story serves 

as a foil to the main plot, highlighting different dynamics within marriage. Interpretation 



           

and Criticism: The play's resolution has faced criticism and debate, particularly 

regarding its portrayal of gender roles and power dynamics. Some interpret Katherine's 

speech as a genuine acceptance of her role, while others see it as a commentary on 

societal expectations placed on women.  "The Taming of the Shrew" concludes with 

Katherine's transformation and her acceptance of a submissive role, along with her 

reconciliation with Petruchio. This resolution has sparked discussions about gender 

roles and societal norms surrounding marriage. 

 

4.9.4 RECONCILIATION OF THE PLAY “TAMING OF THE SHREW” 

In "The Taming of the Shrew," the theme of reconciliation is intricate, involving gender 

roles, societal norms, and the complexities of marriage. The play's conclusion, where 

Kate delivers a speech on wifely duties, is often controversial, as it seems to endorse 

female submission. However, a deeper analysis shows a more nuanced view of 

reconciliation and the relationship between Kate and Petruchio. The reconciliation 

between Kate and Petruchio is pivotal to the play. 
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 Petruchio's behavior towards Kate is often seen as domineering, yet it can also be 

interpreted as a way to challenge Kate's stubbornness. Petruchio aims not to break 

Kate's spirit but to show her the importance of compromise in marriage. Kate's final 

speech on obedience can be viewed as her acceptance of Petruchio's authority, but it 

can also be seen as her acknowledgment of the need for harmony in marriage. In this 

interpretation, Kate's speech reflects her understanding of the give-and-take required 

in a successful relationship. Another aspect of reconciliation is seen in Bianca's story. 

Unlike Kate, Bianca conforms to societal expectations, yet her relationships are not 

without deceit. The resolution of Bianca's story emphasizes the importance of honesty 

in relationships, contrasting with Kate and Petruchio's tumultuous relationship. "The 

Taming of the Shrew" presents a complex view of reconciliation, highlighting the 



           

challenges of gender roles and the necessity of compromise in relationships. Despite 

its controversial elements, the play ultimately emphasizes the importance of mutual 

respect and understanding in marriage. 
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CHAPTER 6 

6.1 CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, examining the thematic approach to the comical style of William 

Shakespeare's plays, particularly "A Midsummer Night's Dream" and "The Taming of 

the Shrew," reveals the depth and complexity of his comedic genius. These works 

explore themes like love, gender dynamics, and the interplay between reality and 

illusion, crafting narratives that are both entertaining and thought-provoking. In "A 

Midsummer Night's Dream," the whimsical portrayal of love and the fantastical 

elements of the fairy world create a rich tapestry of humor and enchantment. 

Conversely, "The Taming of the Shrew" offers a satirical examination of gender roles 



           

and societal expectations, challenging audiences to reconsider conventional notions of 

love and marriage. Shakespeare's use of witty dialogue, clever wordplay, and intricate 

plot structures in both plays demonstrates his mastery of comedic techniques and his 

ability to address profound themes with humor and insight. Overall, these plays 

showcase Shakespeare's enduring relevance and his ability to capture the complexities 

of the human experience through comedy. By exploring the nuances of these themes 

and their contribution to shaping the comical style of these iconic plays, we gain a 

deeper appreciation for Shakespeare's comedic genius and his lasting impact on 

literature and culture. "A Midsummer Night's Dream" stands as a testament to 

Shakespeare's genius, captivating audiences with its timeless themes and enchanting 

characters. Through its exploration of love, illusion, and transformation, the play invites 

us to ponder the nature of reality and to embrace the magic and wonder of the world 

around us. The characters, from the authoritative Theseus to the mischievous Puck 

and the lovestruck young Athenian lovers, are richly developed and emblematic of 

human nature's complexity. The play's dual settings of Athens and the enchanted 

forest, along with its blend of classical mythology and folklore, create a vibrant and 

captivating world that continues to resonate with audiences.  
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Ultimately, "A Midsummer Night's Dream" endures as a masterpiece of comedic 

literature, blending laughter with profound insights into the human experience. "The 

Taming of the Shrew" presents a diverse cast of characters who embody various facets 

of love, marriage, deception, and social hierarchy. Katherine's transformation from a 

headstrong "shrew" to a seemingly obedient wife, Petruchio's unconventional methods 

of "taming" her, and the contrasting courtship of Bianca by multiple suitors all contribute 

to the play's exploration of gender roles, power dynamics, and societal expectations. 

Characters like BaptistaMinola, Lucentio, Tranio, Gremio, Hortensio, Grumio, and 

Vincentio add depth and complexity to the narrative, highlighting themes of loyalty, 

authority, and the complexities of human nature. Through these characters, 

Shakespeare crafts a comedic yet thought-provoking play that challenges audiences 



           

to reflect on the nature of relationships, the role of deception in love, and the impact of 

societal norms on individual identity. Ultimately, "The Taming of the Shrew" offers a 

nuanced portrayal of love and marriage, reminding us of the timeless complexities of 

human relationships. Shakespeare's "A Midsummer Night's Dream" and "The Taming 

of the Shrew" are shining examples of his mastery of language and storytelling, 

showcasing a rich tapestry of literary devices and writing styles. Through these plays, 

Shakespeare explores themes of love, illusion, reality, and societal norms with a blend 

of humor, wit, and profound insight into the human condition. In "A Midsummer Night's 

Dream," Shakespeare's use of irony, wordplay, and situational comedy creates a 

whimsical and enchanting world where love and fantasy collide. The play's poetic 

language, vivid imagery, and theatrical devices transport audiences into a realm where 

the ordinary becomes extraordinary, leaving a lasting impression of magic and wonder. 

Similarly, "The Taming of the Shrew" employs a variety of styles, including clever 

wordplay, structural complexity, and satirical humor, to delve into themes of gender 

roles, marriage, and societal expectations. Through witty dialogue, ironic twists, and 

comedic situations, Shakespeare invites us to contemplate the nature of relationships 

and the dynamics of power and control. 
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 In both plays, Shakespeare demonstrates his profound understanding of human nature 

and his ability to infuse even the most lighthearted moments with depth and meaning. 

Through humor and wit, he challenges societal norms, explores the complexities of love 

and identity, and ultimately reminds us of the enduring power of his work to entertain, 

provoke thought, and resonate across generations. "A Midsummer Night's Dream" and 

"The Taming of the Shrew" are exemplary works of Shakespearean comedy that 

employ humor to explore deeper themes and societal issues. In "A Midsummer Night's 

Dream," Shakespeare uses mistaken identity, misunderstandings, and magical 

elements to delve into the complexities of love, power, and the nature of reality. The 



           

play's comical treatment adds depth to its exploration of human emotions and 

relationships, highlighting the transformative power of love and the absurdity of human 

behavior. On the other hand, "The Taming of the Shrew" employs humor to critique 

gender roles, power dynamics, and societal expectations. Through the exaggerated 

characters of Kate and Petruchio, Shakespeare satirizes the conventions of his time, 

prompting audiences to question traditional notions of gender and power. While the 

play's treatment of these issues may be controversial, its comedic elements serve to 

engage and entertain audiences while prompting deeper reflection on these complex 

themes. In conclusion, both "A Midsummer Night's Dream" and "The Taming of the 

Shrew" are enduring classics that continue to resonate with audiences, inviting us to 

laugh, reflect, and reconsider our perspectives on love, power, and society. 
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