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   A B O U T  T H E  F I R M

STUDIO ANNEXE
 

Is a quiet architectural practice in Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu led by Ar Srividhya Srinivasan,
who holds a bachelor's Degree from NIT Trichy and a Master's in Architecture and Urbanism

from TU Delft.
The small team of passionate architects strives to produce contextually appropriate

solutions across a mix of Urban Design, Architectural, Real Estate/Property Development,
and Interior Design projects.

The office approaches any design as a "part" of the bigger "whole" in the Urban Fabric; As
an addition or 'annexe to the already existing...
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L A N
R e s i d e n c e

Location - Coimbatore
    Project Status - Ongoing

Type - Residential

PROJECT-01
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Interior view

Site level model

Interior view



Manual model and basic
design model 



USONIAN  HOUSES

• The word was used by American 
Architect F.L. Wright to refer the 
US in general, and more 
specifically to his vision for the 
landscape of the country 
including the planning of cities 
and buildings.

• Usonian usually refers to a 
group of approx. 60 middle-
income family homes designed 
by F.L. Wright at the beginning 
of 1934.

Frank Lloyd Wright
(1867-1959)



USONIAN  HOUSES

• The Usonian historic district is a planned community in Pleasantville, New York.
• “United States of North America”,
• Wright designed 3 of the 47 homes himself.
• The word Carport was coined by Wright to describe an overhang for sheltering a parked vehicle.

• Another thing to keep in mind with Wright – he was all about this 
idea of unity.

• The first Usonian house from 1937 looks so familiar and ordinary 
compared with Wright's famous 1935 Fallingwater residence.

• Most of his clients would lead more simple lives, without 
household help, but still deserving of sensible, classic design.

• This style featured low roofs, open living areas, and built-in 
furnishings, The kitchens were incorporated into the living areas. 
Open carports took the place of garages.

• one-story structures set on concrete slabs with piping for radiant 
heat beneath.

https://www.fallingwater.org/


USONIAN  HOUSES

The Usonian Automatic

• In the 1950s, when he was in his 80s, Frank Lloyd Wright first used the term Usonian Automatic to describe a Usonian-
style house made of inexpensive concrete blocks.

• The three-inch-thick modular blocks could be assembled in a variety of ways and secured with steel rods and grout.

• He hoped that home buyers would save money by building their own Usonian Automatic houses. But assembling the 
modular parts proved complicated — most buyers ended up hiring pros to construct their Usonian houses.

• Wright's aspirations toward simplicity and economy, Usonian houses often exceeded budgeted costs.



USONIAN  HOUSES

• These are small and single story 

• L- shaped to fit around a garden terrace

• Flat roof

• Natural lighting (clerestory window)

• Radiant heating concrete slab floor

• No attic

• No basement

• Very little ornamentation

• Little exposure to the front-rear sides are completely open to the outside 

• It is having a strong visual connection between the interior and exterior 
spaces is an important characteristic of all Usonian homes

Characteristics



CANTILEVER

• Large cantilevered overhangs for 
passives solar heating and natural 
cooling.



USONIAN  HOUSES

ADVANTAGES

• Natural lighting

• Built using local materials

• Coast effective

• Strong visual connection

DISADVANTAGES

• No basement

• No attic

• Less ornamentation 

• Little exposure to the front 
side



USONIAN  HOUSES

MATERIALS

It is made of, 
• Redwood board (the strongest building materials)

• San Jose brick
• Concrete
• Plate glass

All native and affordable materials that 
conformed to his scheme of Usonian 
houses.



1. Pope Leighey House 1941
• Commissioned in 1939 by journalist Loren Pope and 

his wife Charlotte Pope, the Pope–Leighey House was 
one of the first Usonian houses designed by Frank 
Lloyd Wright. It was completed in 1941, located 
at 1005 Locust Street, Falls Church, Virginia.

• Wright spoke of naming the cypress-clad home 
Touchstone since he felt the L-shaped layout was one 
of the best realizations of his Usonian concept.

• Wright designed this 1,200-square-foot residence 
for Washington Post writer Loren Pope, who had to 
take a loan out from his paper to afford the property.



2. Malcolm Willey House

• The current design is the second design that Wright conceived for the Willeys since the first design proved 

too costly for the family.

• The Willey House is primarily built of red brick and cypress

• The rooms on the main floor are floored with mortared brick

• A major design feature is the 30-60-90 triangle which shapes the terrace, the skylights, and two clerestory 

windows in the living room.

• The house is arranged so that the living room and dining room form a single space: the kitchen was 

separated from them by plate glass and a group of shelves.



• Nancy was determined to build the house for 8000-10,000 $

• Wright convinced her to construct the ground floor and 1st floor later.

• He drew the basis of what would be an entirely new kind of dwelling

• There is very little comparison between the 2 ideas, let alone the 2nd being a reduction of the 1st one.

• 2nd plan was a compact design & less costly to build, It was more forward-thinking than the original in that it addressed
the needs of Willeys.

• Key that unlocked Wright’s understanding of the needs of the next generation was Nancy Willey.

1. Single-level plan inline rooms
2. A garden wall extended from the bed by creating a private garden
3. Northern climate – House was intended for indoor-outdoor living
4. Each room opens to a brick paved terrace via a floor-to-ceiling French door



1. overheads follow the contours of the external roofline in 
what would now be called a cathedral ceiling



3. Sharp Family Tourism And Education Center
(Completed in 2013, designed in 1939) Lakeland, Florida

• After the death of Frank Lloyd Wright, Florida Southern College, home to the largest collection of Frank Lloyd 
Wright buildings in the world

• They opened another structure designed Originally called the Usonian house, it was envisioned as a 
professor's home in 1939 but wasn't built until this year using blueprints left by Wright.

• The house is now home to the Sharp Family Tourism and Education Center, which interprets and educates visitors 
on Wright’s legacy on the campus.



The building is made up of nearly 2,000 
interlocking textile blocks that create 47 
shapes, with about 5,000 stained-glass inserts 
as well as built-in furniture.

The Usonian house holds more than a dozen 
pieces of furniture designed by Wright.



4. Rosenbaum House (1940)

• Considered one of the best examples of Wright’s 
Usonian design concept, one based around 
affordable organic architecture, this cypress-clad 
family home for Stanley and Mildred 

• which sits on the north bank of the Tennessee 
River, features a low-slung horizontal design, 
sleek cantilevered roofs, and so much glass that it 
"blurs the distinction between indoors and 
outdoors.

• The extension also designed by Wright, which 
nearly doubled its size

• Noted example of his Usonian house concept, it 
is the only Wright building in Alabama, and is one 
of only 26 pre-World War II Usonian houses.



5. Jacobs I-House
• The design includes three types of walls, positioned according to 

material and function: wooden room-dividing storage units, open glass 
walls and brick walls. 

• The usually L-shaped layout divided the public and private functions into 
separate wings.

• It also created multiple possible exits to the respective outer space, 
highlighting the importance of the connectivity of the interior and the 
exterior.



 

CRITICAL OVERVIEW: 
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